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Enroll Now... 


A NEW STUDY COURSE OF 
VITAL IMPORTANCE TO 
AMERICANS TODAY 


Over 700 Enrolled in 
First Two Months 


Roman Catholic Doctrines 


Protestants Should Know 





For the first time—an authoritative, 
fascinating correspondence course 
on basic Roman Catholic doctrine 
in the light of plain Scripture teach- 
ing. Protestants should learn what 
the Roman Catholic Church teaches 
on such subjects as: 


Roman Catholic Doctrines 


Protestants Should Know 
@ The Nature of the Church 
@ The Infallibility of the Pope 
@ The Sacraments and Salvation 
@ The Sacrifice of the Mass 
& 


Confession, Penance, 
and Indulgences 


These and many other Roman Catholic doc- 
trines you must know to be fully equipped 
to deal intelligently and effectively with 
your Catholic friends. Here is a wonderful 
course of study for Home Bible Classes, 
Young People's Societies or Adult Sunday 
School Departments. It will greatly stimu- 
late and strengthen your faith in the Gospel 
of Christ. 

It is an objective, factual, thoroughly docu- 
mented series of studies informed Protes- 
tants will not want to miss. 


cS" Ga ae ee . Only $2.50 
Includes Text, Questions, envelopes 
and correcting. 
Either Course in Quantities 
For Group Study 


1- 5 $2.50 each 
6-10 2.30 each 
11-15 2.00 each 
16 and over . 1.75 eacl 


Write today fer full information on indi- 
vidual or group enrollments in this exciting 


new CHRISTIAN HERITAGE SERIES. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


369 Carpenter Avenu: 
Sea Cliff, New York 


Notice! Notice! Notice! 


SECOND COURSE 
IN 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


SERIES TITLED 
Roman Catholic LIFE 
Protestants Should Know 


will be available 
FEB. 15, 1960 


Subjects Covered: 


Marriage 

Virgin, Saints, and Relics 

Priest and People 

Spiritual Growth 

Roman Catholic Schools 

Church and State in American 
Democracy - Part | 

7. Church and State in American 

Democracy - Part Il 
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NOTICE 


Christ's Mission Has Opened 
A New Office with 
Reading and Inquiry Room at 
250 W. 57th St., N. Y. C. 
Room 1813 of Fisk Bldg. 


YOUR VISIT IS WELCOMED 
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Do You Know the Issues? 
What Is Your Missionary Challenge? 
Help Your People To Understand 


Now While Building Your 
Church Attendance 


ee. ek 
HIDDEN POWER 


55 MIN. SOUND-COLOR 16 MM 
RENTAL $17.50 


ONE TRUE CHURCH 
30 MIN. SOUND-COLOR 16 MM 
FREE WILL OFFERING 


MENACING SHADOWS 


30 MIN. SOUND-B & W 16 MM 
RENTAL $7.50 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
(Brand New) 


25 MIN. SOUND-COLOR 16 MM 
NO CHARGE - OFFERING APPRECIATED 


Write Now for Information 
and Bookings 


BOX 925 «© SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 


HELPING TO MAINTAIN OUR 
FREEDOMS AND SECURE 
YOUR FUTURE 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
ANNUITIES 





These are days of crisis and the 
Christian is called upon to be a good 
steward of his time, effort, knowledge 
and finances. The lives of those in re 
ligious bondage need it, the heritage of 
America demands it. You can be that 
steward and also help provide for yout 
future need. 

The ministry Christ’s Mission is 
dedicated to is the reaching of those 
blinded by the pomp and fear of a re 
ligious system, and alerting Christians 
everywhere to their responsibility to 
maintain the rights guaranteed in ou: 
Constitution to be able to worship as 
they please and not under the bondage 
of an authoritarian church system. 

An investment in a Christ’s Mission 
Annuity will enable you to do all of 
this. It is a safe, secure placing of 
funds with a yearly return for as long 
«as you live regardless of conditions. 

The Christ’s Mission Annuity brings 
vou a generous and dependable income 
as high as 8.2% a year from the date 
you invest for the rest of your life. 
You give to God’s work and at the 
same time insure protection of your 
spiritual and financial freedom. 

For complete details send coupon today. 


CHRIST’S MISSION, Inc. 
369 CARPENTER AVE., SEA Cuirr, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 

I am interested in your Freedom Annuities 
Please send me FREE booklet with details. 


Name 
Address 


City Zone State 


Hoole ofesfente ele oleste ale aleoleofesfeateote fete aleate fete fe ate ete ofeete ats 


YOUR WILL IS IMPORTA 


MILY AND THE 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 
Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the Village of Sea Cliff, the sum of 


(or 


the following property, to wit: 
” 


Published by Christ's Mission, inc. 
Walter M. Montafio, Executive Director 
Stuart P. Garver, Co-Director 

Robert G. Hawley, Business Manager 


CONVERTED PRIESTS AND MONKS 
ON THE STAFF OF CHRIST'S MISSION 


ANGELO LO VALLO 
Religious Information Bureau 
ALFRED FLOREZ 


Deputation Work 
J. ESSER, JOSE LALLANA, 


GASPAR LANGELLA 
Correspondents 


MAIN OFFICE AND CIRCULATION DEPT. 
369 Carpenter Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York 
Telephone: Oriole 6-1291 
All communications, checks and money orders for 
the magazine or Christ’s Mission should be ad- 
dressed to the Main Office. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Single copy, 35¢; 1 year, $3.00; 2 years, $5.50; 


3 years, $8.00, 50¢ per year additional for sub- 
scriptions outside U.S. A. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 





VOLUME 21 °* NUMBER 2 


At least one month before a change is to take Walter M. Montano, Editor 
effect, send your new address with the old one. 





If possible, enclose your address label. The Post 
Office will not forward copies unless you provide 
extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent 
unless your request is accompanied by 35¢ per 
issue, 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is published monthly (ex- FEBRUARY 
cept July and August), 20th of month preceding. 1960 
Copyright 1960 by Christ’s Mission, Inc. No part 


of this magazine may be reproduced without 
permission. Printed in U.S. A. Second-class mail 
privileges authorized at 369 Carpenter Ave., Sea 
Cliff, N. Y.; additional entry at New York, N. Y. 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 
AFRICA: Protestant Association of South Africa, 





B 2976, C T , South Africa. Sud In- 
terior Backroom, Box T2t, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia EDITORIALS 
ast rica. 


AUSTRALIA: Dalrymple’s Book Depot, 20 Goul- 


burn Street, Sydney, N.S.W. Keswick Book Depot, 66 ivi - 
315 Collins Street, Melbourne. Tasmania Protes- A Religion of Fear 


— “a nica Trevellynn, Key to the White House ... 
BRITISH HONDURAS: Christian Literature . 

Crusade, Box 76, 981 Queen Street, Belize. Is Evangelism EE iC age ats a eee eee ee wae eee eet 
CANADA: Evangelical Publishers, 241 Yonge 


Street, Toronto 1. Protestant Truth Society, Protestantism or Catholicism? 
Grimsby Beach, Ontario (Rev. Edwin J. Taylor). 


ENGLAND: Old Baptist Union Book Depot, 79 
Reginald Street, Luton, Bedfordshire. 

INDIA: The Crusaders League, India Hampan- 
katta, Mangalore 1, S. India. 

MEXICO: ae De La Fuente, Apartado 


1475, Mexico 1, F. ARTICLES 


NETHEREANDS ANTILLES: Libreria Evan- 
gelica, Huygenstraat 17, Oranjestad, Aruba. 
NEW ZEALAND: Crusader Bookroom, Box 760, 


Wellington C2. leads dla Warriors of the Cross ........... by Sir Douglas Savory 10 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS:  Evangelica re) Ss , 
Store, Box 127, Zamboanga City, Philippines. pe | errr err rere by Walter M. Montaio 13 
Far Eastern eS. eg -h Manila, . L ; Ni t 16 
Philippines, ews Supply, orromeo ‘ 4@ . ¢ , ) : 

Street, Cebu City, Philippines. The Darkness Is Past ............ by the Rev. Luis Nieto 
SOUTH ae eee Book _ Casil- 

la 1270, Valparaiso, ile. Libreria ‘‘La Aurora,” 

Seonen 8A. No. 18-57, Cali, Colombia. (Rev. R. STARS OF THE PULPIT 

M. Searing) 


WEST INDIES, BRITISH: Christian Literature Separated Christians ........ by Donald Grey Barnhouse 20 
Crusade, 55 Church St., Box 186, Kingston, 


Jamaica. a eas bee by Spiros Zodhiates 26 
ADVERTISING 


Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores, to reach a special, responsive audience. 


Inquiries and copy should be sent to Robert G. 
Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. FEATU RES 
EDITORIAL OFFICE oe 
919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California J otters to the Editor ...............ec cece eee eee eees 2 
Telephone Citrus 2-6611 . 


CONTRIBUTIONS Mira OE a TI a oikc hc ee esc ieies cs acencsdanaesias 24 
Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be ‘emnempeaied by return postage. We cannot You Be the Judge Terre rer TT Te ere CE Ce Cee oe ee 29 
assume responsibility for their safety. News- 20 
paper _— should be properly identified to Open Forum 
be usable 
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MINISTRY OF JOURNALISM 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine is im- 
proving with each issue, and I hope 
more of the same articles will appear 
in the future. 

In view of the very critical situation 
confronting our country today in the 
question of schools and government 
domination by the Roman Catholic 
Church, it is impelative that we in- 
crease our efforts to warn the public 
of this menace to our freedom, and 
your magazine has the journalistic 
ministry to make this possible. 


ROME'S DEFINITION OF ADULTERY 


My wife was born and reared a 
Roman Catholic but left the church 
soon after we were married. We were 
not married in the Roman Catholic 
Church, so the idol-worshiping rulers 
in Rome say we are not married but 
living in adultery. We know better 
than that, and are resting in the great 
book of God—the Bible. 

While my wife was in the Roman 
Catholic Church, she heard many ser- 
mons on hell and purgatory but none 
on peace, love and Heaven. 

I will always love your magazine, 
and I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for the wonderful 
work you have undertaken to spread 
the Gospel. 


C.E.P., Ohio 


BROTHER CRUSADER FOR TRUTH 


I have sent a gift subscription of 
your magazine to a missionary friend, 
William F. P. Burton, Congo Belge. 

A letter was received from him 
yesterday in which he says, “I appre- 
ciate CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine 
very much. I just devour it. It is a 
witness after my own heart. Why do 
people tolerate Romish blasphemy? I 
am having printed, in native language 
and in French, a booklet, ‘Twenty-five 


Reasons Why He Who Believes the 
Bible Cannot Believe in Catholicism 
and He Who Believes in Catholicism 


Cannot Believe the B‘ble.’ We hope to 
get it into the hands of all of our 
native elders and leaders and into the 
hands of the priests also. 

“Here in Congo we see Roman Ca- 
tholicism in all its vile, immoral de- 
ception, and it is too disgusting even 
to write about. 

'“Thank God we are seeing folk turn 
from the Roman Catholic Church to 
the truth, for the truth will always 
prevail.” 

Brother Burton has been a mission- 
ary in the Congo for forty-four years. 
It is doubtful if Africa ever had a 
better missionary. He has_ written 
many books and is a very g-fted 
writer. 

For many years it has been my 
privilege to support two native mis- 
sionaries in the Congo Belge. 


JI.M.P., Calif. 
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Presenting the Gospel of Our Lord 
IN 13 COUNTRIES, ON 4 CONTINENTS 


and Saviour. 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance... 


has for more than 30 years carried on its work of shepherding 
Jewish believers in Christ and training them as Witnesses for Him, 
as ministers, evangelists, doctors and teachers. 


Our Special Duty Is To Pray For The Jews... 
knowing that the return of our Lord will be as Israel’s King 
Your gift will help us care for Jewish converts, provide food and 


shelter for those living in poverty and distress. Please send your 
gifts at this time of urgency and great need. 


Address communications to: 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
U. S. A.— 5630-C North Campbell Ave. - Chicago 45, Illinois 


CANADA— 91-C Bellevue Ave. - 
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Toronto, Ontario 


“AMBASSADOR” IN DENMARK 


I would very much appreciate it if 
you would mail me one or two sample 
copies of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE maga- 
zine. I would like to show it to a group 
of young church historians in Den- 
mark, where I am at present on leave 
of absence from a seminary where I 
am a professor of Church History. 


P.C.N., Denmark 


NEED OF VIGILANCE 


Would you please send me a sample 
copy of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. I would 
like to pay for it and receive it each 
month. | am a Protestant and believe 
we are in the greatest danger in our 
history of the Roman Catholic empire. 
May God forbid such! I wish all Prot- 
estants could just receive this message 
of power. 


Mrs. A.S., Wis. 


THE REAL PROBLEM 


In this day when a Catholic is being 
considered for Presidential nomination, 
we have seen a number of articles on 
voting patterns for people and _per- 
sonal statements by leading public 
figures, but none of the secular news 
magazines seem to hit the real problem 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

You, and others on your staff who 
are acquainted with Roman Catholic 
literature, could help many pastors un- 
acquainted with their writings by giv- 
ing us the Roman Catholic references 
to the pope’s authority over rulers of 
state, persecution of heretics, ete., and 
also the name of libraries where such 
books may be obta‘ned. It would cer- 
tainly help people to see that Rome 
hasn’t changed toward non-Catholics. 

I trust the Lord will lead you in 
these days of crisis and that you will 
have the ight word at the proper 
sea”‘on. 


Pastor W.G.C., Mo. 
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McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices 


ist Reader.....$2.25 4th Reader.... 2S 
2nd Reader.....$2.50 Sth Reader.....$3.50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 6th Reader.....$3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. CO-28, Rowan, lowa 
XXX AAAAAA AAA AAA IAAAIIIII 





STOP SMOKING! 


BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
ou to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Vebosws Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-26 Rowan, lowa 





CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


ROMAN CATHOLIC'S COMMENT 


... Your ignorance of the teachings 
of the Catholic Church is really un- 
fair. I say “unfair” because I am posi- 
tively sure that you have not studied 
the real teachings of the Church. If 
ever you had a segment of knowing 
what you “mistakenly believe to be the 
Catholic Church,” it might be a prod- 
uct of your private judgment or per- 
haps a product of the writings appear- 
ing in Christ Mission’s magazine 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE headed by Mon- 
tano whereby you might be jubilantly 
feasting on the “declarations” of “Fa- 
thers” Chiniquy, Montano, Pedrosa 
and other ex-priests. 

Perhaps you were led to exclaim: 
“So this is the Catholicism that I have 
been looking for. Catholics will never 
be able to face me any more.” 

As a Catholic layman, I can freely 
say that if only these supposed ex- 
priests were honest with themselves in 
examining their conscience in medita- 
tion and prayer, they would realize 
that they are wrong in their direction 
to eternal life. 

We cannot escape God because we 
can never kill Him, nor deny Him, nor 
fly from Him. At the final day, every- 
one will have His judgment—it may be 
a judgment of reward or of punish- 
although 


ment, every day we are 
judged by Him. 

Are you positively sure that your 
sect is following the teachings of 


Christ? Please be honest, are you really 
sure? Or are you just swallowing 
doubts again because you cannot readi- 
ly humble yourselves like “little chil- 


999 


dren’? 


B.C.B., Philippines 





FIFTY YEARS OF CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE 
The Story of a Converted Catholic 


Dr. Stephen B. Williams was converted from 
Catholicism in the year 1899, and has now 
oo over 60 years to the Christian ministry. 

e contributed articles for the “Converted 
Catholic Magazine” in the years 1902-3, and 
was asked by its founder and editor to be- 
come associated with him in the work of 
Christ’s Mission, which other commitments 
prevented. 


Dr. Williams has been pastor of the Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church of St. Francis- 
ville (Louisiana) for 28 years. This book of 
158 pages, with illustrations, is the story of 
his conversion and subsequent ministry as 
Salvation Army officer, Evangelist, City is- 
sionary, Editor, Founder-Director of Mexican 
Faith Mission, and pastor. 


Send $1.00 for this book and receive a 
great spiritual thrill and blessing. 


Address 


5677 Fairfields © Baton Rouge, La. 
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Money for Your Treasury 


OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
... were sold in 1959 by members of Sunday 
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s Groups, 
etc. They enable you to earn money for your 
organization Sample FREE to Official. 


. 
Sangamon Mills - Cohoes, N. Y. 
Established 1915 


FEBRUARY, 1960 


If you are a Christian who 


wants to EARN $10,000 A YEAR 


or up to $100 a week 
in your spare time... 







































a 
oo | DID do as Ed Ham and hundreds of other men and 
es IT—AND women have done—join John Rudin & Com- 
YOU CAN, pany, which has been in business more than 
Too”... 36 years and is highly respected by Christian 







leaders in every Protestant denomination. Our 
plan is unique—it has no competition. 

Every Christian home in your town and sur- 
rounding communities is a prospect. You work 
on a proven lead system—no “cold canvassing” 
—no deliveries—no investment to make. 


Here are a few examples of what people are 
doing: Mrs. Helen E. Hiatt made $483 in her 
first six-week period, part time; J. C. Robison 
earned over $15,000 this past year; Rev. Nor- 
man Hammers, with full-time church respon- 
sibilities, made $597 in a recent month; Archie 
Kauffman, in his first week, earned $176.50; 
George Richards’ earnings totalled $10,000 for 
a year; and Mrs. Hazel Garberson, housewife 
and mother, has made from $3,985 to $5,400 a 
year part time, over a 15-year period. 


Fill in coupon below and we'll help you get 
started immediately. 


says ED HAM 
























‘“‘My association with Rudin 
started over 5 years ago. While 
pastoring a church, I was faced 
with added financial needs. The 
Rudin program was my answer 
—and later became my full-time 
vocation. 

“The American home is the 
No. 1 schoolroom for moulding 
character and teaching the right 
sense of values—especially spirit- 
ual — but parents need the best 
help available. Talking to them 
about Christian training in the 
home became a wonderfully sat- 
isfying investment of my time, as 
well as most rewarding finan- 
cially. 

“$10,000 is within your reach, 
too. I recommend you try it.” 



























JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, INC. Dept. A20 
22 W. Madison Street, Chicago 2, Ill. 








MAIL COUPON 
TODAY 


l Yes, I’m interested. seams are 
Please send me com- Api 
plete information on 
your program.  —_—— Zone State a 





We will send them to you for distribution, 
or mail them directly from our offices to 
persons you designate. 

* All Samples and Gift Subscriptions are 
sent anonymously unless otherwise specified. 


SAMPLE COPIES OF 
Christian Heritage 
Available - 6 for $1.00 











ATTENTION! 
“BIG CHRISTIAN HERITAGE ESSAY CONTEST" 


Look for the details of this contest that will be 
‘Coming Your Way’ by letter very soon..... 


EXCELLENT AWARDS 


BIG AWARDS IN ALL... 


Ist AWARD—A TWO WEEK SUMMER VACATION, all ex- 
penses paid (including transportation) for a family of five. 


2nd AWARD—A ONE WEEK SUMMER VACATION, all ex- 


penses paid (including transportation) for a family of two. 


The other awards are just as thrilling and desirable to have. YOU can be the winner 
of one of these awards by entering our "BIG CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CONTEST.” 


When you get your letter giving details, read the Contest Rules carefully, then enter 
RIGHT AWAY. DO NOT DELAY. Your entry may prove to be the winning one... 








AND 
RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY 


: Mestimable boon 


“And whereas it is fit and becoming in all people, at all times 
to acknowledge and revere the Supreme Government of God; to 
bow in humble submission to His chastisements; to confess and 
deplore their sins and transgressions in the full conviction that 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and to pray, with 
all fervency and contrition, for the pardon of their past offences, 
and for a blessing upon their present and prospective action: ... 
it is peculiarly fit for us to recognize the hand of God in this 
terrible visitation, and in sorrowful remembrance of our own faults 
and crimes as a nation and as individuals, to humble ourselves before 
Him and to pray for His mercy,—to pray that ... the inestimable 
boon of civil and religious liberty, earned under His guidance and 
blessing, by the labors and sufferings of our fathers, may be restored 


in all its original excellence.” 
—Abraham Lincoln 


(Proclamation of a National Fast-Day, August 12, 1861) 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 








“A Religion of Fear’’ 


Bivcauen KEENAN WYNN has written a 
book (Hd Wynn’s Son, Doubleday & Company, 
Inc., 1959) in which he frankly expresses his 
experiences and feelings regarding the Roman 
Catholic Church and the problem of his parents’ 
“mixed marriage,” he has received the customary 
swift stamp of censure of his church. 

Our Sunday Visitor, November 8, 1959, pub- 
lished the rebuttal of the Roman Catholic Church, 
as written by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John S. Kennedy: 

“Keenan Wynn would have us believe that 
differences of religion had much to do with this 
sad history. His mother, he says in a cryptic sen- 
tence, ‘clung to her religion with a frightening 
intensity.’ He implies that with her, being a Cath- 
olic inevitably meant, in some degree, being anti- 
Semitic. He says that the same strain was found 
in his own upbringing as a Catholic: ‘I took in 
bigotry through the pores, as my mother had 
before me’... What he gives no least indication 
of grasping is the meaning of membership in 
Christ, the meaning of the sacramental life, and 
much else that is elementary, to say nothing of 
the conditions, objective and unchangeable, for 
being a Catholic . . . But he must be challenged 
when he attributes that conflict solely to the 
Catholic Church. And his superficial and some- 
times silly observations about Catholicism cer- 
tainly have to be rebutted.” 

So Msgr. Kennedy must be about his church’s 
business, saying of Mr. Wynn, “He must be 
challenged,” 


Gospel of Fear 


We will not describe Mr. Keenan Wynn’s life 
story other than to say that there existed deep 
conflict between his mother’s “fierce” Catholic 
beliefs and his father’s Jewish heredity. As a boy 
Keenan felt the sting of racial] intolerance, but he 
seems to have suffered even more keenly from the 
depressing influence of his mother’s religion, for 
he says: 

“T was a Catholic. I’d known no other religion 
since my mother taught me prayers, and I went 
to catechism class as soon as I was old enough to 
qualify. I received my First Communion ... I 
went to Mass every Sunday with my mother when 
she was well enough, and she sent me with the 
chauffeur to make sure I got there when she was 
ill. Catholicism was a religion of fear to me as a 
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child. What stayed in my mind was the brimstone, 
the danger of eternal damnation, not the life... 
the teaching that children got there lingered on 
the themes of hell-fire and purgatory. I could al- 
most smell the smoke.” 

This charge against the Roman Catholic 
Church seems to be the one which stings the most, 
as it receives more rebuttal than the remarks 
concerning the unhappy mixed marriage. Msgr. 
Kennedy replies: “I, myself, never remember of 
any such presentation. I have taken the trouble 
to inquire of a number of people of the same age 
whether their experience matched his. All said no.” 

On such proof are Mr. Wynn’s statements to 
be refuted? Almost every Protestant organization 
receives innumerable Roman Catholic converts 
each year who have corroborated Mr. Wynn’s im- 
pressions and have come out of the Gospel of Fear 
into the Gospel of Faith. 


Pity the Poor Souls 


But for factual evidence of the presentation 
used by the Roman Church today we need turn no 
further than two pages forward from the writings 
of Msgr. Kennedy in the same issue of Our Sunday 
Visitor, where we read under the caption “Pray 
for the Poor Souls” a quotation from Roman 
Catholic My Daily Visitor: 

“When the last prayer is said over the flower- 
banked grave, and the holy water has been 
sprinkled, and the mourners drag leaden feet back 
to the somber funeral cars, we will never forget 
the loved one we have laid to rest. But human 
nature is a strange thing and the world is a busy 
place . . . Maybe in November we remember—in 
the month of the Poor Souls. But Poor Souls they 
are indeed ... maybe at this moment their hands 
are stretched out to us in a pitiful plea for help. 
Into those uplifted hands the most welcome aid 
we can give is—the Mass!” Then follows a list of 
indulgences that can be “received and applied to 
the souls in purgatory” as a reduction of a certain 
number of days, months and years of suffering. 

Another example of the morbidity which the 
Roman Catholic Church disclaims is evident in 
sermons recommended in the Catholic Homiletic 
and Pastoral Review, such as the one of October, 
1957, entitled “Eloquent Silence of the Grave- 
yard”: 

“What a lesson we learn when we visit a 
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cemetery. There is no sound except the sighing of 
trees ... thousands lie there ... now only dust... 
That point of time is coming in which our whole 
being undergoes its last permanent change. The 
fear of death may come upon us and cold beads of 
perspiration will start from every pore... It is 
not so much the knowledge that we have sinned 
which will cause us such anguish of mind and soul, 
but rather that, knowing we were sinners, we did 
so little to wash out and atone for sin... Yet, in 
spite of the dust there in the cemetery, there beats 
in my mind the thought that ‘They are not Dead!’ 
Always bear in mind the truth that souls with 
the slightest stain must be cleansed before seeing 
God . . . We must force ourselves to believe that 
even the best, yes, even a father or a mother may 
be detained, waiting upon our prayers, a good 
word, an act of mercy—to help them to God’s 
throne.” 

This is the presentation grasped by Mr. Wynn, 
from his childhood, and still being given youths 
and adults alike. We regret that his church, instead 
of evidencing compassion and a desire to bring 
him to the place of blessed assurance in Christ, 
replies with unveiled irritation that “he gives no 
least indication of grasping the meaning of mem- 
bership in Christ.” 

Every person familiar with the Scriptures and 
the redemptive work of Christ will come to the 
conclusion that neither purgatory nor limbo exists; 
that for those who reject the warning of Christ 
there is eternal condemnation while for those who 
accept the offer of His love there is eternal salva- 
tion. The Lord Jesus Christ has promised: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24) 

The only way that guilt and evil can be de- 
stroyed is by the power of faith in Christ, who is 
the “author and finisher of our faith.” He is the 
triumphant conqueror of Satan and all his evil 
works. 

“By Him all that believe are justified from 
all things, from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:39) 


Key to the White House 


i ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH in the 
United States feels very uncomfortable in an at- 
mosphere of democracy where she is placed on the 
same level with other churches. She suffers from 
a deep nostalgia and longs for the life of preroga- 
tives, privileges, power and dominion she exer- 
cises in countries where she has become the official 
church of the State. Her position is declared in 
the November 22, 1959 issue of Our Sunday Visi- 
tor, in an article by the Rev. Richard Ginder: 

“It is heresy to regard the Catholic Church 
as only one of several equally good religions com- 
peting in the marketplace of thought. We must 
constantly be on guard against the notion that our 
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Church, the various Protestant denominations, and 
Jewry compare in their way with General Motors, 
Chrysler Products, and the Ford Motor Co.—that 
they all turn out a serviceable product, so that it 
does not much matter which one you buy. 

“T hate to be an old spoilsport in this cozy 
world of togetherness so carefully put together 
here in the United States, with Brotherhood Week, 
common baccalaureate exercises, interdenomina- 
tional cemetery services on Armistice and Decora- 
tion Day, and all the rest of it; but there is only 
one true Church, the one founded by Jesus Christ 
Himself, and it is known in this present day as the 
Roman Catholic Church.” 

People of various faiths who are reared in 
freedom and are accustomed to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their conscience must 
realize that all the efforts of the Roman Catholic 
Church are specifically to “Make America Cath- 
olic.” The above article expresses that aim: 

“. . . Father Isaac Hecker was only acting 
under God’s command when he founded the Paulist 
Congregation to ‘Make America Catholic,’ for God 
wants to see these United States one day as solidly 
Catholic as Ireland or France.” 


An Organized Army 


The Roman Catholic Church has carefully 
organized its institutions, affiliations, fraternities 
and sororities for the express purpose of making 
America Catholic. A Review of the Metropolitan 
Catholic Telephone Guide, 1959 edition, in the 
Catholic News, N. Y., gives an extremely lengthy 
and singularly significant list of all Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchical functionaries, churches, and so 
on, in the tri-state metropolitan New York area, 
from Camden, New Jersey, northward to Bridge- 
port, Connecticut, and lower New York State. The 
fact that this is one of the most heavily-populated 
areas in America makes it also the most politically- 
decisive area in the United States. 

As R. F. Novalis summarizes, in the Voice of 
Freedom, October 1959: 

There are 1,493 Roman Catholic schools and col- 
leges, 1,389 Roman Catholic churches, and 873 miscel- 
laneous Roman Catholic institutions in this one area. 
They are operated by 6,131 priests, 1,854 “brothers” and 
22,453 “sisters.” They serve a laity of 5,814,212 Roman 
Catholics. 

For example, the A.C.T.U. (Association of Catholic 
Trade Unionists) is set up to “instill Christian principles, 
as outlined in the Papal Encyclicals, into the economic 
order.” The Catholic Club of New York whose 450 
members meet at the elite Park Lane Hotel, the 1,200 
members of the Carroll Club, and the 21 Catholic Lay- 
men’s First Friday clubs, whose purpose is “practical 
Catholic Action,” all cater to Catholic businessmen and 
women. 

Besides the Archdiocese Committee on Scouting 
(both Boy and Girl Scouts), there is the National Cath- 
olic Committee on Scouting, whose meetings are “held 
in connection with the meetings of the National Council, 
Boy Scouts of America.” 

The actors have their Catholic Actors Guild of 
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America (1,250 members); the Catholic Accountants 
Guild (one of 600 such guilds of accountants in the 
nation); the Catholic Apostolate of Radio, TV and Ad- 
vertising (headquarters, naturally, on Madison Avenue 
for the 2,500 members); the Guild of Catholic Lawyers’ 
850 members who “advance Catholic philosophy and 
doctrine in the practice of law”; the Appollonia Guild 
of Catholic dentists; several guilds for Catholic execu- 
tives and employees of insurance companies; a Catholic 
Institute of the Food Trade and a guild for Catholic 
executives in the liquor, beer, and wine industry, guilds 
for Catholic librarians, poets, doctors, psychiatrists, em- 
ployees of airlines, railroad employees, etc. 


The Catholic Institute of the Press “foster(s) 
Christian principles and action among working members 
of the communications field.” Some 543 publishers and 
officers of newspapers, magazines, and books belong to 
the Catholic Press Association. For authors there is the 
Catholic Writers’ Guild. Each of the metropolitan daily 
newspapers—New York Times, New York Herald 
Tribune, New York Daily News, etc.—has its own 
Catholic Action society. Also the larger department 
stores. 

The kind of apparatus depicted in this directory 
makes the vaunted “cells” of the Communist Party look 
like emaciated foundlings. One can imagine what the 
Party would give to have the vital services of the city 
and the nation infiltrated with such an apparatus as this. 

The Catholic Court Attaches Guild’s 1,900 members 
in 49 branches “foster a true spirit of Catholicism in our 
courts,” and have a special Catholic Action Committee 
to enforce this. The 1,200 members of the Catholic Guild 
of the Department of Finance and Office of Comptroller 
of the City of New York (with offices in Room 719 of 
the Municipal Bldg.), list as their purposes “Catholic 
Action; ... (and) to keep informed of local and world 
activities from the Catholic viewpoint.” 

Eight hundred belong to the Catholic Guild of 
Office of President, Borough of Manhattan. 

The New York City Department of Welfare has 
its Catholic guild (1,300 members); 2,000 Catholic 
doctors, nurses, interns, and other employees of the New 
York City Department of Hospitals are organized in 16 
municipal hospital chapters . . . this is in addition to the 
staffs of the many hospitals owned and operated by the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The Catholic policemen, numbering 10,500 of the 
city’s 21,000 man force, have their own Catholic Action 
society. 

The New York Department of Water Supply, Gas 
& Electricity’s services could easily be controlled through 
its Catholic Guild of 1,100 members. Likewise the 3,000 
in the New York Sanitation Department Holy Name 
Society. 

Manhattan is an island. The Catholic Guild of Tri- 
borough Bridge and Tunnel Authority would come in 
handy for political “Catholic Action” here, too. 

Four thousand firemen are members of the New 
York City Fire Department Holy Name Society. There 
are 6,500 in the New York Post Office Catholic Society. 

Catholic employees and officials of the Consolidated 
Edison Co. and the New York Telephone Co. are or- 
ganized for Catholic Action. 

The purpose of the Catholic Teachers Association 
of the Archdiocese of New York, Inc., is “Religious 
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training for public school children.” Note the word 
“public,” inasmuch as these 3,500 Catholic teachers are 
employed by the City for teaching in its tax-supported 
public schools, not the areas of Roman Catholic -paro- 
chial schools. 

Administrative and civil service employees of the 
State of New York whose offices are in New York City, 
have their Dongan Guild whose 2,009 members “ad- 
vance Catholic interests . . . foster a true Catholic spirit 
among the members (and) engage in Catholic Action.” 


It is true that Catholic Action in the U.S.A. 
(though not in Mexico or Canada) has for a long time 
been quite innocuous. But those who study its real pur- 
pose and activities in Europe will see the dangers to our 
democratic government and way of life.” 

Each of the organizations named here—and this is 
not a complete list—has its own priest “spiritual adviser” 
or “moderator.” This is necessary from the hierarchal 
viewpoint, just as it has seemed necessary for the Com- 
munist Party to have an ideological “commissar” attached 
to every party cell, every regiment, every factory, seeing 
to it that orders are transmitted “from on high” and that 
the faithful hew to the line. 

In the pre-war fascist states, as well as Spain and 
other clerically dominated countries today, the same 
Roman Catholic Church has its guilds for all industries, 
all businessmen, all labor unionists, and all professions. 
It has a clerical “advisor” in each plant and regiment 
and aboard each warship. 

In New York City there is a Coordinating Com- 
mittee of Catholic Lay Organizations whose purpose is 
“to enable policy discussion, formation and unified action 
among 60 Catholic organizations in the Archdiocese.” 
(Italics ours.) Naturally the Committee meets at Car- 
dinal Spellman’s Administrative Building, 451 Madison 
Avenue. Cardinal Spellman owes his appointment to the 
Pope whose utterances carry the authority of Jesus Christ 


for all the faithful. 


The eight main departments of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference—the Executive, Edu- 
cational, Legal, the Press, Immigration, Social 
Action, Youth and Lay Organizations—are work- 
ing constantly to bring about the Romanization of 
this country. All these enmeshed and inter-related 
organizations stand ready for action, a common 
front for a common purpose. They realize that 
they are under the severe criticism and vigilance 
of patriotic, civil and democratic organizations. 
Notwithstanding, their counsel to their constitu- 
ents is, regardless of external or internal impedi- 
ments, to work toward the ultimate aim to “Make 
America Catholic.” 

The Roman Catholic Church admits that this 
method of organizing itself into Catholic groups 
and through these organizations infiltrating into 
other bodies may be resented. They hope that this 
“resentment” will disappear, as stated in this quo- 
tation from the abovementioned article by the Rev. 
Mr. Ginder: 

“There may be a little resentment in some 
quarters, but it will coc] off. We’re not running in 
a popularity contest, anyway—and, besides, what 
will popularity do for us? We are not concerned 
as to whether or not we are liked or ‘accepted’ in 
the community. Such concern is known among the 
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saints as ‘human respect.’ We are engaged in the 
charitable and, incidentally, highly patriotic effort 
to keep this a religious nation. Whether he knows 
it or not, it is the finest thing we can do for our 
non-Catholic neighbor.” 


Pledged to the Pope 


As one of the necessary steps to attain her 
cherished aim to “Make America Catholic” the 
Roman Catholic Church will need a Roman Cath- 
olic President in the White House. Today, while 
politicians are speculating and weighing the pros 
and cons of possible candidates in relation to this 
highest office in the land, the Roman Catholic 
Church is working night and day pulling strings 
that will insure a Catholic President, regardless of 
whether he is a Democrat or a Republican. 

Despite the often expressed opinion that the 
religious affiliation of a candidate does not affect 
his office, contrary to the cry that even the mention 
of his religious belief is “un-American,” a Roman 
Catholic President in the White House poses a 
problem to the American people—a problem of his 
allegiance. A Roman Catholic may subscribe to 
American principles and practices so long as they 
are compatible with the teachings of Rome, but 
when conflicting points arise between Rome and 
America, every Roman Catholic must render al- 
legiance to the Pope. This is clearly expressed in 
the Act of Consecration, as it appears in the maga- 
zine Ave Maria of August 1, 1959, from which we 
quote: 


“Oh Mary, Virgin most powerful and Mother 
of mercy, Queen of Heaven and Refuge of sinners, 
we consecrate ourselves to thine immaculate heart. 


“We consecrate to thee our very being and our 
whole life; all that we have, all that we love, all 
that we are. To thee we give our bodies, our hearts 
and our souls; to thee we give our homes, our 
families, our country. We desire that all that is in 
us and around us may belong to thee, and may 
share in the benefits of thy motherly benediction 
... We pledge ourselves to profess courageously 
and at all times the truths of our holy Faith, and 
to live as befits Catholics who are duly submissive 
to all the directions of the Pope and the Bishops 
in communion with him. 

In the presence of this situation Protestants 
and all patriotic Americans are again reminded 
that our concept of freedom and democracy must 
be preserved at all costs and that no compromise 
should be made with any force or institution that 
would weaken the power of the American Consti- 
tution and pave the way for social or religious 
authoritarianism. 


The preparatory days of the campaign are 
rapidly approaching their close. There are feasible 
candidates who are sons of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Can Americans overlook the danger in- 
volved in casting their votes for Roman Catholic 
candidates? Can America endanger its foundations 
—its very freedom? Can America tolerate an 
executive whose allegiance is to a foreign power? 


All the blessings of liberty and the American 
way of life will disappear if some day this coun- 
try falls under the sway of the Roman Catholic 
Church, fulfilling Rome’s announced aim to “Make 
America Catholic.” 


Is Evangelism Outmoded? 


‘in SUPREME COMMANDMENT of our Lord, 
known as the great commission, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
(Mark 16:15) is the vehicle given to Christians 
to bring mankind into the kingdom of God. 

Within the complicated machinery of our 
churches this commission is sometimes relegated 
to insignificance. The social and materia] interests 
of our congregations often replace the importance 
of our Lord’s instruction. But the only way that 
sinners can be saved is through the church’s ac- 
ceptance of this great mission. Evangelism is the 
most effective means of bringing the unsaved to 
repentance. Through evangelism thousands of 
men and women came to Christ in the early life 
of the Christian church. 

Peter preached an evangelistic sermon at 
Pentecost and in the power of the Holy Spirit 
three thousand people were added to the church. 
Christ used evangelism to transform the lives of 
the unregenerate. He told His disciples, “Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Thus He established 
the method of global evangelism. 

Scripture tells us “the disciples went forth and 
preached everywhere.” Paul traveled far, using 
this method, and said, “From Jerusalem, and round 
about Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel 
of Christ.” (Romans 15:19) 

If we neglect evangelism we cease to express 
love for the lost and we hide the testimony of the 
church. Nothing can dispel the darkness of this 
world except the gospel of Jesus Christ preached 
with fervor and power. 

In this day of compromise, lukewarm Christi- 
anity, and sometimes denial of the fundamental 
truths of God, it is heartwarming to read such 
words as are contained in the Minutes of the 
General Assembly of The United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America for 1959, 
in the splendid section dealing with evangelism: 


The Call to Witness 


“One of the great privileges of the Christian 
Church is the privilege of proclaiming that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. 
In fact, the declaration of God’s redemptive act in 
Jesus Christ and its implications for our life is 
the main purpose for which the Church exists. 
This proclamation should take place in word and 
life, by precept and example, in faith and service. 

“Never before has man been more helpless or 
confused than he is today. Overwhelmed by a lurk- 
ing danger of extinction, caught in the tension of 
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a treadmill existence, compromised in secularism, 
and confused by a new humanism that finds its 
expression in many forms, he is a creature borne 
along by forces he cannot control. The only hope 
for man in modern situation is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. If God is not active and does not act, there 
is no future. It is imperative that the Church take 
seriously its responsibility of proclaiming that 
God is creatively and redemptively active in Jesus 
Christ, and that what He is doing must be demon- 
strated in the life of the total Church. 


“Yet today, while the Church faces a chal- 
lenge and a crisis, beyond its mind to measure, we 
talk glibly and dramatically about the dimensions 
of this danger, using such ideas only for homi- 
letical purposes. Few among us take seriously 
enough the very real possibility that mankind 
could be destroyed overnight. The universe, as we 
know it, has been expanded beyond our wildest 
imaginings, but the Church has not adequately 
adapted its thinking to the new day, neither has it 
expressed itself in a way relevant to the emerging 
situation. Apparently people are caught between 
a pretense that all is well and a despair that 
nothing can be done. Neither empty laughter nor 
anxious tears is worthy of the Christian faith. 

“Even more disturbing is the fact that faith 
in Christ has too often become myth and symbol, 
comforting but powerless. Much of the Church is 
in the grip of an agnosticism more deepseated 
than we allow ourselves to think. The redemptive 
power of Jesus Christ, as essential to the life of 
mankind, is seriously questioned within and with- 
out the Church. The Evangel has frequently been 
used as a theological plaything on the one hand, or 
a ‘peace-of-mind’ opiate on the other. From many 
pulpits and churches there comes a most uncer- 
tain sound. 

“ . . Somehow the Church has lost its com- 
passion for the dispossessed who are also in dire 
need of God’s redemptive love. It has too often 
refused to be the servant of those people whom 
Christ came to serve. Thus it has lost its opportun- 
ity to be a magnetic and compelling force with the 
common man. 

“.. The ultimate answer to this deep crisis 
within the body of Christ can be found only in a 
recommitment of life to Him. He has given us new 
life and has called us to follow Him in witness and 
service. He has called not only ministers and or- 
dained leaders, but also the whole membership of 
the Church. This call must be understood as a call 
to the whole Church to witness under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. This witness ought to be seen 
in the corporate life of the Church as reconciliation 
and redemption take place among Christians. Thus 
the creative act of God in Jesus Christ is revealed 
at a level where all can see and understand. Unless 
we do illustrate our claims in life, there is little 
reason for expecting the world to watch or to 
listen. The Church’s witness should also be carried 
out in vocation where the difference that Christ 
makes is shown in the way a man does his job. 
Christian vocation must be made more than a 
slogan. Man’s response to the redemptive love of 
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God will thus be revealed in both the corporate 
example of the Church and the vocational expres- 
sion of its members, undergirded by faith.” 


Protestantism or Catholicism ? 


| CENTURIES of Protestantism have 
brought the world civilization, democracy, freedom 
of worship, and blessings untold. Protestantism 
has liberated mankind from the chains of slavery 
and feudalism that flourished under the aegis of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Even today, however, in Roman Catholic 
countries this church still profits from the igno- 
rance of the masses and increases in power in ratio 
to the number of human beings kept in destitution 
and illiteracy. 

On our recent trip to Colombia we witnessed 
this fact in practice again and again. We observed 
the Roman Church going about its daily work in a 
primitive, almost medieval, setting and saw with 
our own eyes its degrading influence on the na- 
tional life. 

In Cali, in the company of the most outstand- 
ing Protestant leaders, we saw, at two or three 
o'clock in the morning, little children sleeping in 
the dirt of the streets. Where was the Roman 
Catholic Church? What has she done for the in- 
fants and children, to nurture them physically or 
spiritually ? 

It was here that your Editor witnessed a 
shocking sight that could have come out of the 
Middle Ages. In front of the marketplace, side by 
side with a woman selling lottery tickets, stood a 
Franciscan priest selling medals and scapulars, 
peddling these religious items with the same mo- 
notonous cry used by the woman to sell chances. 
What a commentary on a church that calls itself 
Christian! 

Cali has a population of 520,000. In this city 
we are told there are 2600 houses of prostitution 
and 13,000 registered prostitutes. 

We have at hand newspapers from Colombia 
stating that the Roman Catholic Church has done 
nothing to lift the morality of their people or to 
bring a solution to the country’s problems. These 
papers give accounts of the crimes and murders 
that took place in Colombia under the former re- 
gime, and the question of the journal is: “What 
has the Roman Catholic Church done to help our 
country out of this chaos?” 

What has happened in Colombia occurs wher- 
ever the Roman Church is dominant and powerful. 
With such facts at hand it is unthinkable that 
Protestants should even consider the remote pos- 
sibility of a return to the Roman Catholic faith. 

It has ever been true that “Ye shall know them 
by their fruits . . . a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” 
(Matt. 7:16-18) 

Let us remember that America’s freedom was 
born in the fire of the Protestant Reformation. 








by SIR DOUGLAS SAVORY, M. A., Oxon. 


Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur 


Warriors of the Cross 








I HAVE OFTEN been asked to 
explain the meaning of the word 
Huguenot, and the answer is by 
no Means an easy one. 

A great German philologist 
gives no less than fifteen differ- 
ent derivations of the word, but 
to my mind the most probable is 
that “Huguenot” is a French cor- 
ruption of the German word “Ejid- 
genossen” which means “bound 
by oath,” because the name 
Huguenot was first used about 
the year 1560 when it was applied 
at Geneva to the Swiss Protes- 
tants bound by oath to defend 
their faith against the Roman 
Catholic Dukes of Savoy who 
were trying to suppress it. 

The leader of the “Patriot” 
party was the famous Hugues, 
whose name explains the popular 
transformation of the word. The 
Huguenots were the Puritans of 
France and followed their great 
leader, Calvin, who did for 
France what Luther did for Ger- 
many, Cranmer for England, and 
John Knox for Scotland. They 
were noted for their austere vir- 
tues and the singular purity of 
their lives. 

As early as 1535 the cruel 
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Crushed, tormented, pursued to death's door and 


into the grave itself in a terrible persecution, 
the Huguenots felt that life in France had become 
intolerable. But they would not become converts 
to a creed which permitted, and even ordered, 


such appalling cruelties. They would not become 


Roman Catholics; they would rather die. 


edict for the extermination of 
heretics was published and en- 
forced throughout France. The 
Huguenots were cruelly persecut- 
ed in the reign of Francis I and 
his immediate successors, the 
persecution culminating in the 
terrible massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew in 1572. That massacre ex- 
tended for a period of more than 
six weeks and it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that 100,000 lives 
were sacrificed. 

The Huguenots rose in revolt 
and France was plunged into civil 
war. Their varying fortunes on 
the field only attached them the 
more sincerely to their religion 
and made them the more deter- 
mined to preserve their liberties. 


Peace Under Henry IV 


A truce to persecution was se- 
cured when, on the extinction of 
the House of Valois, the Hugue- 
not Henry of Navarre succeeded 
to the throne of France in 1589 
as Henry IV. King Henry, how- 
ever, had become political and 
ambitious. He flattered himself 
that his outward perversion 


would be for the good of his 
subjects and that his increased 
power would enable him to grant 
equal rights and privileges to the 
Huguenots who had shed their 
best blood in his defense. 

He determined to become a 
professed Roman Catholic and 
was ostentatiously admitted into 
the bosom of the Church of Rome 
on July 25, 1953, when his formal] 
renunciation of Protestantism 
was made public. “Paris is well 
worth a mass,” was the expres- 
sion of the King when it was over, 
but the noble-minded Huguenots 
who had followed his fortune 
thought not so lightly of his 
great lack of principle. 

Assurances were given by Hen- 
ry of unabated affection to the 
Huguenots, and the Protestant 
Sully was placed at the head of 
the Ministry. The Huguenots de- 
manded justice from their old 
leader and in the month of April 
1598 the Edict of Nantes was 
promulgated which granted them 
full liberty of conscience and 
placed them in their rightful po- 
sition as loyal subjects of the 
King and honored citizens of the 
land they loved. 
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The Huguenots were now free 
to worship God according to the 
simple truth which they had 
learned in God’s holy Word. The 
City of Nantes in Brittany will 
ever remain famous in the an- 
nals of religious liberty. 

Pope Clement VIII expressed 
the Roman Catholic Church’s 
view of the Edict of Nantes when 
he wrote to the King of France 
saying that the decree which 
gave liberty of conscience to all 
was “the most accursed” that had 
ever been made. 


The Reign of Louis XIV 


For many years the Protes- 
tants, under this decree, enjoyed 
toleration. When Louis XIV came 
to the throne the Edict of Nantes 
was confirmed, and in 1652 the 
King himself said, “Our subjects 
of the Reformed Church have 
given us many proofs of their 
fidelity.” 

In 1659 Cardinal Mazarin him- 
self wrote the Synod of the Re- 
formed Church, “I beg you to 
believe that I have the greatest 
esteem for you, because you are 
such good and faithful servants 
of the king.” Again and again 
Louis XIV praised their fidelity, 
their obedience, and their zeal for 
his service. 

The policy of the great Minis- 
ter Colbert was one of encour- 
agement to the Huguenots as the 
most effective means of enriching 
France and enabling the nation 
to recover from the devastations 
and persecutions of the preceding 
century. Colbert continued this 
policy till his death in 1683. 

But Louis XIV had become ex- 
tremely superstitious and fanati- 
eal in his old age and at the in- 
stigation of his favorite, Madame 
de Maintenon, and his confessor, 
le Pere Lachaise, he commended 
anew the persecution of the 
Protestants. 

The Edict of Nantes had been 
declared in one of its articles to 
be “perpetual and irrevocable,” 
and for some years the King him- 
self was afraid to abrogate it 
altogether. But various petty 
measures of persecution were in- 
augurated. Louvois, his new Min- 
ister, wrote to the Governors of 
the Provinces, “His Majesty will 
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not suffer any person in his king- 
dom but those who are of his 
religion.” 


Renewal of Persecution 


A series of edicts was accord- 
ingly published with the object 
of carrying the King’s purpose 
into effect. The Synods of the 
Protestants were declared to be 
suppressed and though worship 
was still permitted in the 
churches, the singing of psalms 
in private dwellings was forbid- 
den. The priests were authorized 
to enter the rooms of sick Prot- 
estants and try to persuade them 
to be converted to Rome. Protes- 
tant children were invited to de- 
clare themselves against their 
parents. Boys of fourteen and 
girls of twelve might, on embrac- 
ing Roman Catholicism, become 
entirely free from parental con- 
trol. 

The Huguenots were debarred 
from holding any public offices, 
though it was found necessary to 
make an exception in favor of 
such Protestants as Marshall 
Schomberg and Admiral Duquesne 
who were Huguenots, but who 
could not be put out of office ow- 
ing to the splendor of their serv- 
ices to the State. 

Bodies of troops, accompanied 
by monks, were sent through the 
southern Provinces, compelling 
the inhabitants to renounce their 
religion, demolishing their places 
of worship, and putting to death 
their ministers. All this was, of 
course, a flagrant violation of the 
Edict of Nantes and the most 
outrageous breach of faith. 

The Huguenots offered no re- 
sistance. All that they did was to 
meet together and pray to God 
that the King’s heart might yet 
be softened towards them. Blow 
after blow followed; Protestant 
masters were forbidden to teach 
children anything but reading, 
writing and arithmetic. Hugue- 
nots were not allowed to bury 
their dead before 6 o’clock in the 
morning and after 6 o’clock at 
night. If a Roman Catholic pro- 
cession passed one of their 
churches while psalms were being 
sung, the congregation must stop 
singing instantly on pain of fine 
and imprisonment of the minis- 
ter. 

The kidnaping of Protestant 


children was actively set on foot 
by the agents of Roman Catholic 
priests, and the parents were 
subjected to heavy penalties if 
they ventured to complain. In 
short, from the pettiest annoy- 
ance to the most abominable 
cruelty, nothing was wanting on 
the part of the most Christian 
King and his abettors, the Jesuits. 

From certain documentary evi- 
dence it would appear that their 
intention was to incite the Hugue- 
nots to open resistance, with the 
object of finding a pretext for a 
second massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, but the Huguenots would 
not allow themselves to be goaded 
into rebellion. They bore their 
trials bravely and patiently, hop- 
ing and praying that the King’s 
heart would relent and that they 
might yet be permitted to wor- 
ship God according to their con- 
science. 


Terrorism of ‘“‘Dragonnades”’ 


All their patience and resigna- 
tion were in vain, for from day 
to day the persecution became 
more oppressive and intolerable; 
the military executions increased. 
These are known by the name 
of “dragonnades,” because they 
were carried out by the Dragoons 
who were generally enlisted from 
the very lowest of the people. 

The Dragoons were billeted in 
numbers on all the peaceable 
families who refused to be con- 
verted. Like a horde of brigands 
they pillaged and devastated the 
lands owned by Protestants. As 
many as ten Dragoons were often 
quartered in a poor man’s house. 
Every cruelty short of murder 
was permitted to them. Plunder- 
ing was approved of and violence 
was excused. The greatest ap- 
plause was given to such as 
forced an unoffending Huguenot 
to abjure his faith and give up 
his Bible. Maidens were insulted, 
mothers were outraged, and chil- 
dren were forced from the pa- 
ternal roof. 

Humanity shudders at the de- 
tails of the wrongs and injury 
perpetrated by these ruffians in 
Provinces such as Poitou, Saint- 
tonge and Langudoc, on good 
men and gentle women of every 
age. Truly, Louvois and his “drag- 
onnades” have left a black mark 
on this page of the history of 








France. The King’s memory must 
bear a great deal more than the 
mere odium of silent acquiescence 
in their enormities. 

A letter addressed by the Min- 
ister Louvois to the Governor of 
Poitou on March 18, 1681, is the 
best description which can be 
penned of the “dragonnades,” and 
the original letter is still extant: 
“T have had the honor to read to 
the King the letters that you 
wrote to me on the 5th and 12th 
inst., by which his Majesty 
learns with satisfaction that 
many converts continue to be 
made in your Province. His Maj- 
esty’s intention is to compel the 
Huguenots to be converted.” 

For more than four years this 
booted mission worked its way. 
Heart-rending particulars 
which I hesitate to repeat are 
well authenticated and afford a 
picture of the sufferings endured 
at this period by the Huguenots. 
The neighbor of a poor widow 
whom the Dragoons beat so 
cruelly that he heard in his own 
house the blows she received, im- 
pelled by pity—though a Papist 
—besought the officer in charge 
to have compassion on this poor 
woman, but his only answer was, 
“She is an obstinate creature and 
if she won’t change her religion, 
let them kill her.” 

In a large country town of 
Poitou a Protestant named 
Desré, in endeavoring to escape 
from the Dragoons, leapt from a 
wall and broke one of his legs. 
The Dragoons laid hold of him, 
hung him up by the other leg, 
and left him there till he should 
promise to change his religion, 
but the man maintained his con- 
stancy and died calling upon 
Jesus Christ. He was one of the 
number “which have come out 
of great tribulation and have 
washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 


The King’s Evil Spirit 


In August 1684 Madame de 
Maintenon wrote thus: “The 
King is prepared to do everything 
that shall be adjudged useful for 
the welfare of religion. This un- 
dertaking will cover him with 
glory before God and man.” 

Madame de Maintenon was her- 
self the daughter of Protestants, 
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but she had been kidnaped and 
brought up a Roman Catholic. 
The Jesuits now obtained all that 
they wanted. They made a com- 
pact with Madame de Maintenon 
by which she was to advise the 
King to revoke the Edict of 
Nantes, while they were to con- 
sent to her marriage with him. 
Pere Lachaise, the royal confes- 
sor, advised a private marriage. 
The precise date of the marriage 
is not known, but it is believed 
that the Edict was revoked one 
day and that the marriage took 
place on the next, and on October 
22, 1685, the Act of Revocation 
was published. It was the death 
knell of the Huguenots. 


Revocation of Edict of Nantes 


Hereupon began a still more 
fearful persecution. The mar- 
riages of Protestants were de- 
clared to be null and void, their 
children were deprived of the 
right of inheritance and forcibly 
shut up in convents. Their minis- 
ters were indiscriminately put to 
death. The galleys were filled 
with Protestant slaves, the pris- 
ons were crowded with faithful 
spirits and thousands perished— 
but “‘precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His saints.” 

Great was the rejoicing of the 
Jesuits on the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes. Rome sprang 
up with a shout of joy to cele- 
brate the event. Te Deums were 
sung in all the towns and the 
Pope sent a brief to the King 
conveying to him the congratula- 
tions of the Romish Church. 

The priests were almost beside 
themselves with joy. The eloquent 
Bossuet was especially fervent 
in his praise of the monarch. 
“Touched by so many marvels,” 
said he on January 15, 1686, “let 
us expand our hearts in praise of 
the piety of the great Louis. You 
have strengthened the faith, you 
have exterminated the heretics; 
may the King of Heaven preserve 
the king of earth.” 

Massillon indulged in a like 
strain of exultation. “The pro- 
fane temples,” he said, ‘are de- 
stroyed .. . the priests of false- 
hood are torn from their flocks.” 


Consequences of Decree 


Let us see now wkat the revo- 


cation of the Edict of Nantes ac- 
tually involved: the demolition of 
all the remaining Protestant 
churches throughout France and 
the absolute proscription of the 
Protestant religion; the prohibi- 
tion of even private worship un- 
der penalty of imprisonment and 
confiscation of property ; the ban- 
ishment of all Protestant minis- 
ters from France within fifteen 
days; the closing of all Protestant 
schools; the prohibition of par- 
ents to instruct their children in 
the Protestant religion, the in- 
junction, under a penalty of 500 
francs, to have their children 
baptized by the parish priest and 
brought up in the Roman Catholic 
religion; the penalty of the gal- 
leys for life to all men, and im- 
prisonment for life to all women 
detected in the act of trying to 
escape from France. 

Such were a few of the das- 
tardly and inhuman provisions 
of the Decree of Revocation. It 
was a proclamation of war by the 
armed against the unarmed; a 
war against peaceable men, wo- 
men and children; a war against 
property, against family, against 
society, against public morality 
and, more than all, against reli- 
gion and the rights of conscience. 

The Huguenots were not even 
permitted to die in peace. They 
were pursued to death’s door and 
into the grave itself. They were 
required to confess on penalty of 
having their bodies, when dead, 
removed from the dwelling by 
the common hangman and flung 
into the public sewer. 


Life Becomes Intolerable 


Crushed, tormented, and perse- 
cuted by these terrible enact- 
ments, the Huguenots felt that 
life in France had become intoler- 
able. It is true that there was 
an alternative—conversion. But 
Louis XIV, with all his power, 
could not prevail against the im- 
penetrable rampart of conscience. 
The overwhelming majority of 
Huguenots persistently refused 
to be converted to Rome. They 
would not act the terrible lie to 
God and seek their personal safe- 
ty at the price of hypocrisy. They 
would not become converts to a 
creed which permitted, and even 
ordered, such appalling cruelties. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Dollar Diplomacy 


From Valley Forge each year on Washington’s birthday the Freedoms 
Foundation announces the recipients of its annual awards in a unique 
program designed to awaken a better understanding of America’s heritage 
of personal liberty and to foster patriotic self-expression in the form of 
speeches, programs, films, and similar activities. Recipients have included 
such notables as General Omar P. Bradley, Robert Millikan, Cecil B. 
DeMille, and Vice President Richard M. Nixon. 

In 1952 the Editor of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, himself passionately 
dedicated to the fundamental principles of Americanism, was awarded the 
George Washington Medal of Honor, here pictured, for his address 
“Dollar Diplomacy” delivered at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club. In that 
year alone 103,000 entries comprising over six tons of material were re- 
ceived at the Foundation’s Valley Forge headquarters. Here a jury com- 
posed of 30 State Supreme Court jurists and executive officers of national, t 
patriotic and military organizations and service clubs met for two weeks 
to select the award recipients. Dr. Montano’s award-winning address was 
cited as “an outstanding example of a speech promoting the preservation 
of political and economic rights of American citizens.” It is here reprinted 
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by request and will appear in two installments. 


As IT CROSSED American 
soil with its challenge to all citi- 
zens of a heritage born in sacri- 
fice and heroism, the Freedom 
Train stopped a few blocks from 
our door. Among the treasures it 
carried was the original manu- 
script of the Bill of Rights. We 
were awed by the tattered pages 
of this priceless document, and 
as we contemplated its sacred 
history we were transported in 
imagination to the _ battlefields 
where our forefathers lost their 
lives and were witnesses again 
of the sufferings they endured to 
secure for us our legacy of free- 
dom. 

Deep in patriotic reflection, we 
were momentarily startled by the 
offer of a souvenir folder con- 
taining a photograph of the Bill 
of Rights and the never-to-be- 
forgotten warning: 

“We did not get our Bill of 
Rights because some high-minded 
gentleman penned self-evident 
truths shortly after our country 
was founded. .. . Our democratic 
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liberty was conceived ages ago 
in the dark of dungeons where 
brave mind whispered to un- 
broken soul. It was wrenched into 
birth when limbs were pulled 
apart on the torturer’s rack, and 
knew the screams of women who 
saw their men butchered. It drew 
its breath of life as the ill-trained 
farm boys choked their last, 
pinned to the earth by the bay- 
onets of Hessian mercenaries .. . 

“The great liberties of the Bill 
of Rights were paid for in agony 
and blood and can be kept safe 
only by restless conscience and 
the courage to speak out.” 

In terms of human evaluation, 
the two outstanding possessions 
that an American treasures most 
are his natural rights and his 
security. The former are guaran- 





teed by his citizenship; the lan- 
guage of the latter is expressed 
by his dollar. One is inherited, 
the other acquired. One embodies 
his privileges; the other points 
to his opportunities. 

But we know only too well that 
privilege and security cannot 
long endure unless they are safe- 
guarded by a higher power. The 
sense of responsibility is their 
sole defense and their only guar- 
antee of survival. 

In the realm of categories, re- 
sponsibility belongs to a superior 
hierarchy than either privilege 
or security. It denotes vision, op- 
timism, challenge. Thus, when 
nobler prospects are dimmed, 
when hopes for a better tomor- 
row fade, and when the spirit of 
enterprise ceases to exist, PRIVI- 
LEGE, with capital letters, is the 
one thing the avaricious man 
grasps tenaciously in his pursuit 
of material gain. Once the rev- 
enues of his privilege are dried 
up and his natural resources are 
exhausted, the man who deserts 
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his line of duty has no more 
objectives in life. 


American Citizenship 


True, we are endowed with the 
highest and most rewarding 
privileges of life, but these be- 
come ours only in the measure of 
our receptiveness and according 
to our responsiveness to their 
usage. The first lesson to be 
learned by those reared in an 
environment of freedom and de- 
mocracy is the language of re- 


sponsibility; they must know 
how to use their privileges 
rightly. 


American citizenship implies 
responsibility as well as privi- 
lege; obligation as well as secur- 
ity; duties as well as rights. 
These must go together like soul 
and body if we are to enjoy life 
as human beings. They cannot 
be separated without altering 
the normal relationship between 
cause and effect and ultimately 
destroying what they are intend- 
ed to safeguard. 

The protection afforded by the 
Bill of Rights, greatest guaran- 
tee of human freedom on earth 
today, cannot be bought with 
money, yet it is automatically 
transmitted to every human being 
born into this world under the 
American flag. Its value does not 
rest in how much money the 
parents may have in the bank, 
nor does it depend on the signa- 
ture of some influential friend, 
or high magistrate of the courts, 
or even the president of the na- 
tion. 

Its power is derived from the 
very essence of the nation’s being 
—its moral, spiritual, and physi- 
cal strength, its resources and po- 
tentialities. The soul and the 
body of the entire nation concur 
in the act of bestowing these 
rights. 

The citizen who travels abroad 
carries with him an official docu- 
ment. Government and people, as 
custodians and executors of the 
sovereign will of the State, stand 
behind that priceless piece of 
paper, an American passport. In 
the hands of a loyal citizen, that 
passport is the key to under- 
standing, friendship, and mutual 
respect among the nations he 
visits. Wherever he goes, on 
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whatever soil he stands, he is a 
good will ambassador who 
speaks, acts, and behaves to hon- 
or America. 

True, the enemies of democracy 
will hate this passport and often 
suspect its possessor. True, 
American citizens may be the 
object of crimes and atrocities 
perpetrated in despotic lands. 
They may even be thrown into 
dungeons and maltreated in coun- 
tries where tyranny still survives 
and where governments teach 
pernicious ideologies and practice 
inhuman methods condemned by 
civilization. 

But such terrorism, let us fer- 
vently pray, will never keep 
America from channeling all her 
might in the defense of a single 
citizen, nor make her yield to the 
enemies of freedom, no matter 
how much brute force they may 
exhibit. Regardless of sex, color, 
or creed, the rights of the Ameri- 
can people are protected, so long 
as they remain loyal to their flag. 
This is the privilege of being an 
American citizen. 

‘We speak of privileges. Can we 
overlook the responsibilities in- 
herent in this citizenship? He 
who enjoys life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness must be in 
a position to defend them. Only 
those who are willing to fight for 
their preservation really merit 
these rights and deserve to pos- 
sess them. 


There are times when loyalty 
demands the highest sacrifice. 
There are times when, to keep 
our liberties, we must risk our 
rights and our very lives. In the 
eyes of those whose souls are 
dead to patriotic emotions, this 
way of reasoning is absurd. But 
the fact that there may be a few 
in whose blood the love of coun- 
try has run cold does not invali- 
date the transcendental evidence 
that in America there are more 
men ready to die in heroic deed 
than to live as cowards. The des- 
tiny of the latter is not to be 
envied. Sir Walter Scott penned 
their black epitaph: 


“Breathes there the man, with 
soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land! 
Whose heart hath ne’er within 
him burn’d, 


As home his footsteps he hath 
turn’d, 

From wandering on a foreign 
strand! 

If such there breathe, go, 
mark him well; 

For him no minstrel raptures 


swell; 

High though his titles, proud 
his name, 

Boundless his wealth as wish 
can claim; 

Despite those titles, power, 
and pelf, 

The wretch concentered all 
in self, 

Living, shall forfeit fair 
renown, 


And, doubly dying, shall 
go down 

To the vile dust, from whence 
he sprung, 

Inwept, unhonor’d, and 
unsung. 


The same disgraceful end 
awaits those who seek short cuts 
to false prosperity, whose daily 
conversation centers around self- 
ish interests, whose theme is how 
to get something for nothing. 
When these die, not even a ghost 
remains to mourn their loss. 

But those who concern them- 
selves with the task of building 
a durable edifice for tomorrow, 
who seek materials that will in- 
sure stability and resistance to 
change and decay, who long to 
provide an honorable shelter for 
generations yet unborn—these 
are the ones who never die, whose 
memory is kept alive in sublime 
and gallant estate. 

Christ painted a vivid contrast 
between these two types in His 
parable of the wise and foolish 
builders and their respective 
dwellings. In the case of the fool- 
ish man, when “the rain descend- 
ed, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon” his 
house, “it fell: and great was the 
fall of it,” for it was built “upon 
the sand.” But when the same 
conditions prevailed against the 
house of the wise man, “it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a 
rock.” 

No careful thinker will dis- 
agree with the fact that moral 
values are indestructible, while 
mere temporal security is doomed 
to perish. The one implies char- 
acter; the other, the fleeting 
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shadow of things. 

How dangerous it is to exist in 
a world of privilege without re- 
sponsibility! Man without ideals 
inevitably succumbs to the forces 
of social disintegration. Lack of 
vigilance and alertness with re- 
gard to superior values brings 
moral chaos. When spiritual as- 
pirations die and conscience lies 
dormant, the only remaining step 
is suicide. 


The American Dollar 


Next to his citizenship, the pos- 
session which the American citi- 
zen values most is his dollar. 
People and nations fight to pur- 
sue it—and how they desire and 
scheme to obtain it, even by 
force! 

While the suffering world looks 
upon America as the arsenal of 
democracy, the needy and the 
hungry see in her the greatest 
and most abounding storehouse. 
With the proverbial liberality of 
Santa Claus, America has dis- 
tributed its substance and shared 
its wealth with the starving mil- 
lions of the world. It has fed the 
poor, clothed the naked, and pro- 
vided shelter for countless immi- 
grants. 

Current Business, monthly pub- 
lication of the Department of 
Commerce, has revealed that al- 
together the United States sent 
abroad $38,000,000,000 in grants 
or credit during the fiscal years 
from July 1, 1945 to June 30, 
1952. This amounted to 11.3% of 
total Federal revenue ($308,000,- 
000,000) and 10.6% of national 
expenditures ($329,000,000,000) 
during that seven-year period. 

Western Europe and its colo- 
nies and other dependent areas 
received the lion’s share of net 
aid, a total of $25,795,000,000 in 
grants and credits. Great Britain 
received more than any other 
nation. France was second, Ger- 
many third, Japan fourth, and 
Italy fifth. As Winston Churchill 
once said, “Never has a nation 
given so much to so many.” 

Of the $38,000,000,000 expend- 
ed, only $3,000,000,000 has been 
repaid. Congress meanwhile has 
authorized foreign aid in the cur- 
rent fiscal year, ending next 
June 30, in the amount of nearly 
$5,800,000,000. This would raise 
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the total to over $40,000,000,000 
by mid-1953. 

Some of our postwar foreign 
credits can be justified on hu- 
manitarian grounds or in simple 
self-interest. But “unquestionably 
there have been vast extrava- 
gances and a sorry lack of realis- 
tic insistence of our money’s 
worth.” 

Unfortunately the character 
role of Good Samaritan played 
by America has not always pro- 
duced the best sentiments in the 
hearts of some people. A news- 
paper editor makes the observa- 
tion that “there is little reason to 
hope our unprecedented generos- 
ity will buy much gratitude. That 
is not the nature of men or na- 
tions. Nor can we expect to get 
much of it back.” 

The story of the orphan boy 
who never knew kindness and 
who died from shock the first 
time he was shown compassion is 
quite frequently repeated. In 
many cases indiscriminate, blind 
giving has produced contrary re- 
sults, and more harm than good 
has been achieved by these gener- 
ous endeavors. Sporadic lend- 
lease money granted to govern- 
ments such as those of Latin 
America has only served to help 
certain dictators remain in pow- 
er. There is “not even a piece of 
bone for hungry dogs,” as some- 
one once remarked with regard 
to that lend-lease help. Thirty- 
three million Indians and large 
masses of destitute peasants 
among the 150 million people of 
that continent have never bene- 
fited by the American dollar. Yet 
after the money is spent by ty- 
rants and dictators the poor 
people have to pay for what they 
have never received. 

The Marshall Plan to Italy has 
resurrected Mussolini’s Fascism 
while at the same time Com- 
munism has grown and flour- 
ished. Apart from Russia and 
Communist-dominated lands 
there are more Communists in 
Italy than in any other place in 
the world, and their hatred for 
freedom and democracy has 
spread like fire. Economic aid 
reaching the bureaucrats of the 
Kremlin “proletariat,” either di- 
rectly or indirectly, has only 
served to sharpen the Bolshevik 
sickle and mold the brutal ham- 


mer for attacks against our own 
democracies. Every dollar grant- 
ed to Spain will become a new 
faggot to prepare the fire of a 
modern Spanish inquisition, with 
its intolerance and bloody perse- 
cution. Even England has re- 
sponded with cold shoulders to 
the material help that America 
has sent to her. 


Four Pillars of Democracy 


Simple living is being replaced 
by the complicated machinery of 
our atomic age. Mankind has 
been thrown into the midst of a 
decisive battle—the battle for 
survival, in which the destiny of 
our democratic possessions is at 
stake. On the one hand brutal 
attempts against freedom and 
the menace of extinction keep 
humanity in suspense and hys- 
teria. On the other hand the 
many exigencies of modern living 
and the inability of many to cope 
with its demands create perplex- 
ity and consume untold millions 
with anxiety and fear. 

Under such pressure, augment- 
ed by terrifying martian thun- 
ders, we find that panic has be- 
come the daily bread of our souls. 
We have come to a point where 
mankind must decide between 
loyalty to a sense of responsibil- 


ity and loyalty to precarious 
security. 
It becomes more apparent 


every day that mankind is in 
moral confusion and that ma- 
terial values alone cannot bring 
light to a darkened world nor 
lift its burdens. The real value 
of the American dollar is not 
expressed in terms of the ma- 
terial of which it is made or of 
its rate of exchange. There are 
hidden treasures in it of more 
value than the metal of which it 
is constituted. 

Beyond the material values 
that we touch with our fingers, 
more precious than the glittering 
gold that we appraise with our 
eyes, are other possessions of life 
which have greater significance. 
To speak figuratively, the silver 
dollar has a soul besides a body; 
it has a personality which is 
symbolized in the four inscrip- 
tions it bears. 

(To be continued) 








A Converted Catholic SPEAKS 





THE DARKNESS IS PAST 


BY THE Rev. Luis NIETO 


"The STORY of my conversion and of the path that led me out 
of the Roman Catholic Church into the glorious light of the gospel 
resembles that of others who have come out of the teachings imposed 


on them by their heredity. 


When I was a child my religious feelings were extraordinarily 
strong, my thoughts being centered on eternity. I was one of the most 
faithful altar boys, and quite early I wanted to enter the monastery 
in order to obtain salvation more easily. It was not strange that I 
felt that way, considering the atmosphere in which I was brought up. 
One of my uncles was a bishop, some of my relatives were monks and 
priests, and one of my sisters was a nun. 


Candidate for Priesthood 


When I was just twelve years 
old I entered the School for Can- 
didates to the Priesthood in the 
province of Badajoz. In spite of 
the great number of candidates I 
felt terribly lonely and depressed. 
One of the greatest efforts of 
Catholic education was to sepa- 
rate these young hearts from 
their parents and relatives. To ac- 
complish this all methods were 
used, and the excellence of the 
religious life and the exalted 
character of the priesthood were 
highly extolled. 


We were to prepare ourselves 
for this way of life by the great- 
est sacrifices and the severance of 
earthly ties. I remember that 
Saint Luis Gonzago was proposed 
to us as the heroic example of 
one who, to avoid temptation, did 
not even look at his mother. Now 
that I know the Lord, this false- 
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hood and ignorance seems to me 
unbelievable. 

From the very beginning of my 
religious life, imbued with Catho- 
lic ascetism, I started to do sacri- 
ficial actions and penances, as far 
as my age and ability allowed. I 
used to abstain from dessert; 
from time to time I spent a day 
without drinking water and I 
even started scourging myself 
whenever I could. All this I used 
to do with pleasure in order that 
I might appease God for my sins 
and gain merits for heaven. 

Every year we used to make 
spiritual retreat for a whole 
week. During this time we were 
not allowed to speak and were 
dedicated to religious practices 
and to examining our consciences 
for a good general confession of 
sins to obtain forgiveness and 
progress in our spiritual life. In 
all my religious life these days of 
retreat were to me the most ex- 


cruciating, simply because no 
matter how much I wanted to 
find peace and security for my 
soul, all the effort was completely 
useless. 


Novitiate 


At the end of four years of 
school we were taken to Sevilla 
to begin the novitiate. Here it 
was that I began to wear the re- 
ligious garb and life became more 
severe since it is supposed to be 
a year of trial. 

Our daily schedule included 
several hours devoted to an end- 
less number of prayers. We were 
required to learn the rules of the 
Order, to work in the garden and 
to do penances. We were also re- 
quired to get up at midnight for 
one hour of prayer. This, among 
other things, made this year one 
of the hardest of my religious 
career. 

But my desire to obtain peace, 
pardon and security helped me to 
undertake all this with great pa- 
tience. Of my own accord I used 
to add extra sacrifices and pen- 
ances. That year I used to con- 
fess daily. I slept on a hard table 
several times a week. Four times 
a week I scourged myself and I 
began to wear a pointed iron belt 
close to my skin. I continued 
wearing it several hours in the 
morning during my monastic life. 
Because of my zeal my fellow- 
monks called me “the mystic.” 

After our novitiate was com- 
pleted we were transferred to the 
famous monastery of Guadalupe 
in the province of Caceres where 
a course of study was undertaken 
which included one year of the 
Humanities, three years of Phi- 
losophy and four years of The- 
ology. 

Although I was eager to find 
new spiritual horizons, all these 
years went by without incident, 
except that I continued to in- 
crease the austerity of my life in 
an unavailing effort to find the 
peace I wanted so much. 

The Spanish Civil War started 
two years before I finished my 
studies for the priesthood. Some 
months afterwards I was told the 
joyful news that I would be or- 
dained as a priest. The Pope had 
granted permission for me to be 
ordained a year before my studies 
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were completed, although I was 
told I would have to finish them 
later on. 


Ordination 


I was ordained in the city of 
Caceres where the bishop used to 
reside, on July 24, 1938. I had ar- 
rived at the goal I had sought so 
much—to become a priest—a dis- 
tinction the whole Catholic world 
considers superior to any other on 
earth. This concept of priesthood 
has always been inculcated in 
every race and culture by the 
Catholic Church, since priests ar- 
rogate to themselves the privilege 
of being the only mediators be- 
tween God and men. 

I, too, considered myself to be 
an extraordinary being and was 
very sincere in my belief. The fol- 
lowing incident will illustrate my 
simplicity. After the consecration 
of the wine in my second mass I 
noticed the presence of a small 
insect within the cup. When the 
time to receive the communion 
came, in order not to profane the 
blood of Christ, as I then thought, 
I closed my eyes and swallowed 
the insect together with the wine. 
I recognize now that was a fool- 
ish thing to do. 

After my ordination I served 
as a chaplain in Franco’s Army, 
where I learned many things that 
proved to be very useful later on 
in my ministerial life. 

When I returned from the 
Army I taught in the same school 
where I had started to study in 
my youth; but I was not satisfied 
and wanted to be a Missionary in 
China. As I could not go to China 
on account of the second World 
War, I went to Bolivia instead in 
November of 1941. 

The farewell party in my honor 
was so indifferent and cold that 
once more it was brought home to 
me that those who live in monas- 
teries are “strangers when they 
meet; they live without love, and 
they die without shedding tears 
for each other.”’ 

At the end of a long trip we 
arrived at La Paz the first days 
of 1942. This was again a new 
beginning as far as my spiritual 
life was concerned. 

One of the things that filled me 
with sadness was to see the low 
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spiritual level of the clergy both 
secular and regular. The Nuncio 
(representative of the Pope in a 
Catholic country) on a certain 
occasion told me that he was posi- 
tively sure that the great major- 
ity of the clergy was breaking the 
law of celibacy. Even in Spain I 
saw that this was quite common, 
but I have never seen anything 
as bad and open as in Bolivia. 

In this evil atmosphere I felt 
lost and the thought came, “Did I 
come from Spain to see this?” 
How was it possible, I wondered, 
that a religion which claims to be 
the truth brings forth such fruits 
even in those who are its minis- 
ters? 


First Doubts 


I remained in La Paz for some 
months but I could not stay there 
because of the high altitude and 
moved to Cochabamba, a city 
with a better climate. Again, due 
to my poor health I asked permis- 
sion from my Superior in Spain 
to move somewhere else, which 
was denied, and of my own ac- 
cord I went to Argentina and 
lived in a monastery for a month. 
Even after my ordination I had 
been unable to find peace and the 
assurance of forgiveness of sins. 
I spent my years like the child of 
the legend trying to touch the sky 
with his hands. I had suffered 
greatly and during the last 


months of my monastic life was 
greatly disillusioned. 


A Momentous Decision 


Not knowing what to do I vis- 
ited a sister of mine who lived 
not far away from the capital city 
of Argentina. Once at her home I 
decided not to return to the slav- 
ery of monasticism, This happen- 
ed at the end of July, 1942, exact- 
ly four years after my ordination 
as priest. 

Near my sister’s house lived a 
Protestant family whose Chris- 
tian life impressed me. This 
brought to my remembrance a 
saying of the Lord’s—‘“A tree is 
known by its fruits.” Judged by 
that standard Protestants might 
better be thought to have the 
truth. However, I continued in 
uncertainty for some months un- 
til one day in Buenos Aires I 
dared to go to a Baptist Church. 
I was apprehensive and only 
gradually yielded to the calming 
influence of the service, which 
greatly impressed me. 


Search for Truth 


After a while I came to know a 
Spanish Protestant pastor, Jose 
M. Rodriguez. His spiritual life 
and culture aroused my admira- 
tion. Some years before this pas- 
tor had baptized two other priests 
and the Lord also used him to 


17 








bring me closer to the gospel of 
Christ. He gave me some very 
important works to read, among 
others, Janus or the Pontificate, 
by Doellinger, which helped me 
vanquish the numberless preju- 


dices I formerly held against 
Protestantism. 
Born Again 


But what helped me the most 
was the New Testament which I 
read with deep and sincere desire 
to find the truth. One day I read 
Ephesians 2:8, 9—“For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God. Not of works, lest 
any man should bowst.” On this 
occasion I felt as though bright 
rays of light were penetrating in- 


Warriors of the Cross 


They would not become Roman 
Catholics; they would rather die. 
There was only one other 
means of relief—flight from 
France. Yet it was a terrible al- 
ternative to tear themselves from 
their friends and relatives, from 
the homes of their youth, and 
the graves of their kindred and 
fly, they knew not whither. 
Moreover, to escape in any di- 
rection became increasingly diffi- 
cult from day to day. The fron- 
tiers were strongly patrolled by 
troops; the coast was closely 
watched by an armed coastguard, 
while ships of war cruised at sea 
to intercept and search outward- 
bound vessels. The law was strict- 
ly enforced against all persons 
taken in the act of flight. 
Under the original Edict of 
Revocation, detected fugitives 
were to be condemned to the 
galleys for life, while their de- 
nouncers were to be rewarded 
with half their goods. But on 
May 7, 1689, the King issued an- 
other edict proclaiming that any 
captured fugitives as well as any 
persons acting as their guides 
would be condemned to death. 
Now how much chance do you 
think even an able-bodied man 
had of escape under such circum- 
stances? Nevertheless, when the 
full tide of emigration set in, it 
was found impossible to guard 
the extensive French frontier. 
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to my soul to make me under- 
stand the futility of the penances 
that I had performed in the clois- 
ter and my past efforts to obtain 
justification before God, and at 
the same time I saw Jesus’ work 
at Calvary which had been done 
for me. Thus, without my works, 
I went to the Lord and with tears 
I asked Him to forgive all my 
sins and accepted Him as my only 
sufficient Savior. I was certain 
that He died on my behalf and 
that I could add nothing, but 
henceforth follow Him in the path 
of the cross and a victorious life. 


From that moment I had joy, 
peace, the consciousness of for- 
giveness of sins and the assurance 
of salvation which previously I 
had sought in vain but now found 
in Christ. I had been born again 


(Continued from page 12) 
The fugitives avoided the fre- 


quented routes, crossed the bor- 
der through forests, over track- 


less wastes, by mountain passes 


with precipices on every hand. 
Thus they contrived to escape in 
large numbers to Switzerland, 
Germany and _ Holland. They 
traveled by night, not in bands, 
but in small parties and often 
singly. 


Ingenious Emigration 


When the members of a family 
prepared to fly, they fixed a ren- 
dezvous at some place in the 
nearest town across the frontier ; 
then after prayer and a tender 
leave-taking of each other, they 
set out separately and made for 
an agreed point of meeting, usu- 
ally traveling by different routes. 
Many a tradition is still pre- 
served in Huguenot families of 
the hairbreadth escapes of their 
ancestors in those terrible times. 

De la Rive, who became an 
officer under William III of Eng- 
land, and his wife escaped across 
the frontier into Holland in the 
guise of orange sellers, leading a 
donkey and panniers. The sisters 
De la Cherois whose descendants 
are still living in the North of 
Ireland and still hold land at 
Donaghadee, fled in disguise on 
horseback, traveled only after 
dark, and concealed themselves 
in the woods in the daytime. The 


—bottomless depths of God’s love 
and mercy! 


None Other Name 


The last Sunday of February, 
1943, I was baptized, according 
to the commandment of the Lord. 
After I had been in that church 
for a couple of years the Lord 
called me to work as pastor in the 
Christian ministry. In spite of 
difficulties and the struggle I have 
had I would not exchange my 
faith for anything in this world. 
As long as the Lord gives me 
breath I will serve Him and pro- 
claim His truth wherever He 
places me, “for there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 


children of a Huguenot widow 
were nailed by her into barrels 
pierced with air-holes, provided 
with a little food, and shipped by 
her as freight to Ireland. Such 
was the fidelity of the Huguenots 
to their God, such the strength 
of their conviction—such their 
trust. 

The Huguenots conducted the 
emigration on a regular system. 
They had itineraries prepared 
and secretly distributed in which 
the safest routes and _ hiding 
places were described in detail— 
a sort of underground railroad 
such as existed in the United 
States before the abolition of 
slavery. Many fled with nothing 
but their clothes and their Bibles. 
Such was the case of Henry de 
Dibon whose story is contained 
in a leaf written inside the Bible 
carried with him in his flight. 
This Bible is still in the posses- 
sion of his family and is greatly 
prized by them. 


Irretrievable Loss for France 


It can never be known with 
anything approaching to accu- 
racy how many Protestants fled 
from France during this great 
exodus, but the French historian 
Lavisse estimates the total num- 
ber of emigrants to be more than 
a million. Whole villages were 
depopulated. Many large towns 
became half deserted, and thou- 
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sands of acres went entirely out 
of cultivation. 

At Tours, where 40,000 per- 
sons had been employed in the 
silk manufacture, the number 
fell to less than 4,000. Instead of 
8,000 looms at work, there re- 
mained only about 100. The 
population of Nantes, one of the 
most prosperous cities of France, 
was reduced from 80,000 to less 
than one-half, and a blow was 
struck at its prosperity from 
which it has never recovered. 
Thousands of Protestants went 
into exile in Prussia, the Nether- 
lands, Switzerland, England and 
Ireland. Many settled in the colo- 
nies of New York and Virginia, 
but especially in South Carolina. 

An eminent French historian, 
a devout Catholic, speaking re- 
cently of the Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, characterizes it 
as one of the most unfortunate 
incidents in the _ history of 
France. “The country suffered 


then,” he says, “an irretrievable 
loss, something that she has nev- 
er regained.” It is no less certain 
that the Huguenots seemed to 
bring with them material success, 
or rather that the Almighty 
vouchsafed to those countries 
that welcomed them new and un- 
mistakable prosperity. 

A hundred and fifty years be- 
fore they had had to flee from 
France, their most celebrated 
theologian, Calvin, forced to flee 
to Switzerland, had _ written: 
“Even when banished from our 
native country, we know that the 
earth is the Lord’s, and if chased 
from every land, we become 
aware that we are still within 
His Kingdom.” 


From Cross to Glory 


In France, the Huguenots had 
realized those words of our 
Heavenly Master, “In the world 
ye shall have tribulation.” From 
the time that they took the final 


Catholic Counterattack 


‘ MEETINGS AT Cali, Co- 
lombia, in September that were at- 
tended by scores of evangelical 
leaders, including the Editor of Curis- 
TIAN HeriraGe, produced plans for 
expanding Protestant evangelism in 
Latin America. But there was a 
prompt and violent reaction from the 
Roman Catholic leadership. 

The entire Canadian hierarchy 
met at Quebec City, Quebec, and 
behind closed doors discussed the 
“heavy infiltration of United States 
sects” below the border. They pledged 
everything in their power “to pre- 
serve and develop Catholic life in 
Latin America.” 

In Spain, fifty-two bishops met, for 
a similar purpose, at the seminary of 
the Spanish Society for Latin Ameri- 
can Cooperation which has sent four 
hundred priests there in ten years. 

Richard Cardinal Cushing, Arch- 
bishop of Boston, announced he had 
sent fifteen and would send fifteen 
more by February. 

Church representatives of the Unit- 
ed States, Canada, and Latin America 
then held a joint meeting in Wash- 
ington with Antonio Samore, Secre- 
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tary of Extraordinary Ecclesiastical 
Affairs of the Vatican Secretariate of 
State. Returning to Rome, Samore 
said he had laid the base for “reli- 
gious cooperation of a_ continental 
character” and for “increased aid to 
underdeveloped areas.” He referred 
not only to Church action, but to 
international aid which his Church 
now seeks, against Protestant “infil- 
tration.” 

A few days earlier, J. Peter Graves, 
one of the pope’s “Knights of the 
Holy Sepulchre,” urged the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural organization to join the 
Catholic Church in a “massive cul- 
tural and intellectual offensive” in 
Latin America. He sought establish- 
ment of more radio stations in South 
America at the expense of UNESCO 
like the network that is already 
operating there. 

(See November 1959 issue, page 
18, “Christianity, the Hope of Latin 
America”; also April 1959, page 30, 
“Check Protestant Expansion”; also 
September 1959, page 20, “Roman 
Catholic Failure,” and various items 
regarding Cali meeting.—eD.) 


step on the road of renunciation 
and gave up for their Lord all 
that they held most dear,—loved 
ones from whom they separated, 
not knowing if they would ever 
see them again here below, 
homes, property, friends, protec- 
tion, land, and freedom from 
anxiety; from the time that for 
His sake they became poor, they 
began to realize gradually the 
truth, “Be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 

What was infinitely more im- 
portant, however, for the future 
of Northern Ireland than the 
mere acquisition of new indus- 
tries, than instruments of po- 
tential wealth, was the precious 
heritage that the Huguenots 
brought with them of faith, of 
enthusiasm, of determination, of 
mental alertness, of energy, of 
initiative, of idealism. 

These qualities, handed down 
by generations of men and wo- 
men who had stood every con- 
ceivable test of intimidation, ter- 
ror, torture, and even death 
rather than abandon the faith 
revealed to them by the Word of 
God, these qualities have blos- 
somed in many a deed of beauty 
done by their descendants in 
Northern Ireland. Many a life 
has owed to them its grace, its 
compelling heroism. 

In the burial ground which 
surrounds Lisburn Cathedral lie 
the remains of the earliest Hugue- 
not settlers in Ulster. The names 
on the gravestones are the names 
of those who are imperishably 
associated with the cause of re- 
ligious liberty in France and in 
Ireland. The _ inhabitants of 
Counties Antrim and Down must 
always regard with veneration 
this sacred ground. In the words 
of one of their own Ulster poets: 


“Lightly tread, beneath are 
sleeping 
Warriors of the Cross of God. 
Warriors’ conscience truly 
keeping 
Spite of persecution’s rod. 
Danger scorning, bribes 
despising, 
Wealth and land they left 


behind, 

More than gold their conscience 
prizing, 

More than home their chainless 
mind.” 
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cue IS NO DOUBT of the 
fact that the average inhabitant 
of a small town who knew its 
population well, might find it dif- 
ficult to distinguish between 
some infidels and many profess- 
ing Christians except for the fact 
that the professing Christians are 
to be found in a church building 
on some Sunday mornings, for 
about ninety minutes. 

In many instances this seating 
of the body in a church pew does 
not occur every Sunday morning, 
but only with sufficient frequency 
to keep up the outward semblance 
of adherence to church affiliation. 
Christmas Day, before a heavy 
dinner; Easter, before a fashion 
parade; Rally Day, when the 
children are put back in Sunday 
School after a long summer’s ab- 
sence—these suffice for many as 
their claim to religious observ- 
ance. Others may attend more 
frequently; still others may be 
found in church every Sunday 
morning and evening, and even 
in mid-week prayer meeting. 

But what is the difference be- 
tween these people and the good, 
substantial citizen who has lost 
all connection with religious ob- 
servance and who spends his Sun- 
day mornings with the newspaper 
supplement or on the golf course 
and who insists that religion may 
be all right for those who want 
it, but as far as he is concerned, 
he does not feel the need of it. 
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Spiritual Anemia 


These observations went 
through my mind recently as the 
result of a conversation with a 


friend. I was dining with a gen- 


tleman whose parents had been 
born in Scandinavia, and who had 
come to this country in their late 
youth. The son had been born in 
this country and _had_ been 
brought up in the home environ- 
ment of very strict and rugged 
simplicity that marks so many of 
the Protestant homes of northern 
emigrants. 

My friend remarked that such 
an atmosphere seemed to be lack- 
ing in what might be called typi- 
cal American homes. He had re- 
cently been the guest in a home 
whose members attend church at 
least two or three times in a 
month. It is even possible that 
there was the brief prayer asking 
God’s blessing on the meal that 
was eaten together. 

3ut the conversation, the out- 
look, the whole atmosphere in the 
home seemed to be utterly for- 
eign to what he thought the tone 
of a Christian home should be. 
The conversations were all of 
worldly things, only of interests 
that were outside the sphere of 
Christian life and living. One 
could detect, in an evening’s con- 
versation, social ambition,—the 
desire to consider and_ exalt 
friendships with those who were 


marked by the amount of their 
possessions or by their family 
connections; but there was no 
spiritual word spoken, no evi- 
dence of any spiritual thought. 

Yet these people would have 
been shocked, probably, if they 
had been told that their way of 
life was far from that which is 
the ideal for a Christian life. 
They would have been amazed 
had they been informed that any- 
one might consider all that they 
were doing to be barren and ster- 
ile. Their house had probably cost 
fifty thousand dollars. Their mor- 
al tone and standing in their com- 
munity is beyond reproach. 

But their lives are affected with 
pernicious spiritual anemia. They 
are to be pitied by those who 
know the ripe spiritual joys that 
are possible in the Christian life. 
They are not getting out of life 
all that it is possible for them to 
have. 


Individual Responsibility 


Before we go further, however, 
let us make it very clear and plain 
that we are not considering the 
lives of those who are not be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ as their 
own personal Saviour from sin. 
I believe my position is well 
known among many people and 
will not be misunderstood. I have 
never been in favor of any kind 
of control over the lives and liber- 
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What is the practical difference between a 


Christian and a non-Christian? 


How would an 


unprejudiced observer, regarding the American scene 
objectively, distinguish between those who are 
Christian and those who are not? 


ties of non-Christians. It is not 
the business of the Church to 
legislate for the private lives of 
unbelievers. 

We are not answerable to God 
for the way men live or how they 
spend their time or money. We 
are answerable to God, as indivi- 
dual Christians, for the way we 
give the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
these lost souls, and for the way 
our own individual lives measure 
up to the standard which He has 
laid down in His Word. 


Christ’s Example Not Sufficient 


It is impossible for the un- 
believer to live a Christian life. 
He does not have the indwelling 
life of Christ and without that 
life the practice of Christianity is 
impossible. The example of Christ 
will not suffice. The world has had 
the example of the life of Christ 
for twenty centuries, but men are 
just as filled with greed and lust 
and avarice and all other works 
of the flesh as they have ever 
been. We need more than an ex- 
ample. 

If we should put before you a 
copy of Shakespeare’s dramas 
and ask you to produce their 
equal, you would be forced to 
reply that you could not do it. 
You lack the genius. If we should 
place before you the paintings of 
Velasquez, of Rembrandt, or of 
any of the other great masters 
and ask you to take these as your 
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examples and to create new mas- 
terpieces, again you would be 
compelled to reply that you could 
not do it. You lack the genius. 
The answer would be the same if 
we gave you as examples the 
great works of music or of archi- 
tecture or of any other of the arts 
or sciences. Genius must be in- 
nate in the true master of an art. 


Conviction of Sin Not Enough 


The same is true of the life of 
Christ. Myriads of people have 
been confronted with Jesus 
Christ and have confessed that 
they were sinners, like Peter who 
cried out on the banks of the sea, 
“Depart from me, for I am a sin- 
ful man, O Lord” (Luke 5:8). 
But no man in this world has 
ever become holy by looking at 
the example of Jesus Christ. 
There will not be one man in 
Heaven because of the example 
of Jesus Christ. 

Our very definition of a Chris- 
tian shows us the answer to the 
problem, for a Christian is a man 
or woman in whom God has 
worked a miracle by planting a 
new life within. This is the genius 
of holiness, if you please, and it 
becomes possible for a man to let 
this indwelling life of Christ be 
manifested to those about him. 
This life is the gift of God, and 
He has restricted that giving, in 
keeping with His sovereignty, to 
those who will believe His Word 


and conference speaker. 


about their own incapacity for 
holiness apart from Christ and 
believe His Word about the eter- 
nal satisfaction of the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ upon the 
cross as a Substitute to die for 
our sins. 

If you are conscious that you 
do not have that supernatural life 
within you, it is possible for you 
to obtain it in this very hour if 
you will look away from yourself 
and your own life and put your 
trust in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of 
the world (John 1:29). 


The Genius of Holiness 


But let us return to the con- 
sideration of those who have be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour. According to what we 
have just said, they possess a life 
that is not their own, a life which 
we might term the genius of holi- 
ness. Are they all living in ac- 
cordance with that new life? 

The answer, we regret to be 
forced to say, must be in the neg- 
ative. Not all Christians are liv- 
ing up to their privileges in 
Christ. Just as there have been 
great geniuses who allowed their 
appetites and passions to suck all 
power from their lives, so there 
are Christians who allow the old 
nature so to dominate them that 
they live lives of defeat, even 
though the genius of Christ’s 
power and holiness—Christ Him- 
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self—has come to dwell within 
them. 

With this in mind, it is possible 
to understand the plaint of my 
friend, who could not compre- 
hend the reason why some Chris- 
tian homes should be devoid of 
all that should characterize such 
a home. It is, of course, not a 
question of the land where the 
homes are, though there have 
been certain areas that seem to 
have been marvelously blessed of 
God at different times in produc- 
ing a strength of Christian char- 
acter that has left its mark on 
the world. Scotland is an out- 
standing example of this grace 
of God. 

But we have to do with our 
own country at this hour, and 
there must be an appraisal of 
certain evil characteristics in our 
national personality, some of 
which may be traceable to desper- 
ate lacks in Christian homes. A 
nation is the sum of all its inhabi- 
tants, and if those who are pro- 
fessing Christians would live up 
to the Bible ideals of life for 
Christians, there would be a sta- 
bility of character which foreign 
observers do not grant as one of 
our outstanding national traits. 


Marks of a Christian Life 


How should a Christian live? 
What should be the things which 
characterize a Christian home 
and differentiate a believer from 
those who have not believed in 
Christ as Saviour? The answer 
must be a positive answer and 
not a negative one. 

There are some people who 
have an entirely wrong idea about 
the main factors in Christian liv- 
ing. They think of a Christian as 
one who does not do this, that or 
the other thing. This is a wrong 
point of view. An ascetic infidel 
may have a negative life that 
would be marked by the same ab- 
sence of certain activities, but 
that would not make him a Chris- 
tian. The ideal Christian life 
must be marked by a positive 
state of mind and by a positive 
state of action. The positive state 
of mind God names belief; the 
positive state of action God calls 
the life of the Spirit. 

You see, then, that there can 
be no true Christian life without 


22 


‘resent 


a positive faith. Since the new 
life that is the supernatural gen- 
ius of holiness is God-given, it 
can be procured only on His con- 
ditions, and those conditions are 
the acceptance of the essential 
truths of Christianity, namely: 
that there is no hope in man by 
himself to achieve a perfection of 
righteousness; and that Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Jehovah, the 
Second Person of the Godhead, 
came to this earth, was born of a 
virgin, without human father, in 
order to go to the cross and die 
the death of a Substitute, took 
our sins upon Himself, and rose 
from the dead as a sign that His 
offering for sin was acceptable to 
the all-righteous Judge, who 
thereby could put the supernatur- 
al life of Christ to our account, 
thus looking upon us as _ being 
perfect, even though we still pos- 
sess the old, sinful nature. Any- 
one who does not believe this has 
no right to call himself a Chris- 
tian. 

At the Olympic games there 
are always contestants who rep- 
our country. They are 
chosen by certain set formulas. 
Anybody in the whole nation can 
buy himself a track suit, can put 
it on and can run up and down in 
the vicinity of the stadium. Be- 
fore entering the stadium, many 
visitors might confuse such an 
one with the real members of the 
team. But none of these imitators 
are allowed on the programs; 
none of them would be allowed 
by the judges to compete in the 
various events; and, therefore, 
none of them would be eligible 
for the prizes. 


Uniformed or Genuine Christians 


It is precisely the same with 
the race which is the Christian 
life. There are many people who, 
we might say, are running 
around in Christian uniform, and 
they often draw the gaze of the 
casual onlooker who does not 
know the marks of a true Chris- 
tian, and does not realize that not 
all Gentiles are Christians, and 
that there are probably many 
thousands of church members 
who have never been born again. 

Not even ordination to the min- 
istry is a sufficient guarantee of 
Christianity. We must never for- 


get that God has told us that 
Satan himself is transformed as 
an angel of light, and that it is 
no marvel, therefore, if his 
ministers—Satan’s ministers—be 
transformed as ministers of 
righteousness, whose end is de- 
struction (II Cor. 11:14, 15). 

But consider only those who, 
by their confessions of faith, in- 
dicate that they have the legiti- 
mate right to call themselves the 
sons of God. Are they all living 
the type of life that God wants 
them to live? If we may return 
to the illustration of the world of 
sports for a moment, everyone 
will easily admit that not every 
man who is on a team keeps the 
training rules. Many a time we 
have heard of games that have 
been lost because someone has 
broken training. 


Faith in Action 


So it is in the Christian life. 
There are many who are born 
again, who have really believed 
in Jesus Christ as Saviour, who 
do not follow the ideals that He 
laid down for those who would 
follow Him. There must be posi- 
tive faith, and there should be 
positive action. 

Here again, we can follow the 
example of the athletic team. The 
coach tells his men that they are 
to live on a certain diet. He tells 
them they are to abstain from 
certain foods and from certain 
physical excesses. There is the 
positive outline of training—cer- 
tain exercises that must be fol- 
lowed, certain hours given to 
muscular development, etc. 

The positive assignment for the 
Christian has been clearly given. 
It is this that should mark the 
believer in his daily life. “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Satan has his counterfeits of 
these graces. There is a counter- 
feit love, which manifests itself 
in saccharine sentimentality; 
counterfeit joy, which is to be 
seen in the fanatic excesses of 
emotional religion; counterfeit 
peace, which is to be found at 
times in the lives of the followers 
of cults which deny salvation 
through the shed blood of the 
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God-incarnate Christ. These coun- 
terfeits grow into a caricature of 
all the Christian graces, but faith 
in the Word of God is the mea- 
sure wherewith we test the gifts 
and graces of men. 

We do not need to emphas’ze 
the necessity for the presence of 
these gifts in the lives of follow- 
ers of Christ in these trying days 
through which the world is pass- 
ing. The world is quick to recog- 
nize the true love of Christ, and 
we who have Him must not fail 
to let the world see in us that love 
for which it is starving, without 
knowing it. 


Nourishment of the New Life 


There is also, as we still keep 
the figure of the athletic team 
before our minds, the positive 
diet of the Christian. Just as 
there can be no normal, healthy 
life without the proper kind of 
food, so there can be no normal, 
spiritual growth without the food 
that God has ordained as the 
nourishment of the new life. We 
read in His Word, “As newborn 
babes, desire the sincere milk of 
the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby (I Pet. 2:2). 

If the Bible is not the center 
of the home, the home cannot be 
called a true Christian home, even 
though all the members of the 
household are children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 
There is no spiritual life apart 
from the Bible, and the tragedy 
of the American home today is 
that so many people have aban- 
doned the Book as the source of 
life and as the center of living. 
As we look back over the years 
we can thank God that one of the 
fruits of the depression was the 
return of many people to old 
moorings, and in many instances, 
to the Word of God. 

A newspaper clipping was 
handed to me shortly after the 
depression which had been cut 
from a paper in Amarillo, Texas. 
The writer was telling why he 
liked the depression. There was a 
great deal of humor in the piece, 
but the conclusion was as follow: 

“My digestion is better, I eat 
more wholesome foods. I take 
more exercise. I walk to the office, 
and a lot of people who used to 
drive in on sixteen cylinders are 
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walking with me. Three years ago 
I never had time to go to church. 
I played golf every Sunday, and 
besides, I was so smart that there 
wasn’t a preacher in West Texas 
who could tell me anything. Now 
I am going to church regularly, 
never miss a Sunday. And if the 
depression keeps up I will be go- 
ing to prayer meeting before 
long.” 

Is it not true that the depres- 
sion drove thousands of careless 
Christians who had broken their 
spiritual training, back to the 
foundation truths of God? 


Sine Qua Non 


Perhaps some of your difficul- 
ty has been that you have become 
tco smart for God. There is noth- 
ing that can take the place of the 
Bible in the life of a Christian. 
The man who thinks he can get 
along with just a smattering of 
church attendance is riding to a 
fall. There is nothing that can 
take the place of the Bible in your 
life. You need it every day, for it 
is the constant application of the 
Word of God in your life by the 
Holy Spirit that will make pos- 
sible the characteristics of the 
true Christian life. 

Let us summarize so that we 
will not go astray in our thinking. 
First, the positive action of the 
supernatural Christian life is the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit within us. 
Second, the diet of this super- 
natural Christian life is the Word 
of God. Third, there are certain, 
definite practices from which the 
Christian must abstain. 


I do not believe in giving a 
list of things that the Christian 
must not do. There are some who 
erect laws and rules of their own 
choosing and say that a Christian 
must not transgress those rules. 
This is not according to the Word 
of God. Let us stand by the Book. 
Those things which are expressly 
forbidden in the Bible are things 
that we must thrust out of our 
lives. All other choices must be 
determined in the light of the 
principles which are laid down by 
our God. 

We must not forget that the 
Bible is not a set of rules. It is ¢ 
Book of principles. There are 
thousands of things in this mod- 
ern, complex civilization of ours 
that are not mentioned in the 
Bible. But there is enough given 
to us in its pages to illuminate 
every choice that we shall ever 
be called upon to make. 


Flight from Sin 


What are the things that God 
says we are to cast out of our 
lives? It goes without saying that 
the great sins mentioned in the 
Ten Commandments are to be 
avoided. The hatred that results 
in murder, the impurity that re- 
sults in adultery, dishonesty in 
word or deed—all are to be re- 
jected by the one who has been 
born again. We are to “provide 
things honest in the sight of all 
men” (Rom. 12:17) and are to 
“abstain from all appearance of 
evil” (I Thess. 5:22). 

God recognizes that every man 
has an old nature that is inca- 
pable of holiness and that is capa- 
ble of every form of sin. He tells 
us that we are to “put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill 
the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:14). 

There are lists of sins in the 
New Testament which we are told 
to flee. Some of them are star- 
tling. We are not astonished to 
read of God’s command against 
“uncleanness, lasciviousness, and 
hatred.” We expect also to find 
Him speaking against murders 
and other gross sins. But right in 
the midst of such a list we find 


warnings against such sins as 
“emulations.” Translated into 
modern American terms this 


(Continued on page 32) 
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Freedom of Speech: Passé? 


In the last session of Congress Sena- 
tor Jacob Javits of New York sponsored 
a bill which would make it a crime to 
criticize the Supreme Court. 


Carefully Soft-pedaled 


An “unostentatious beginning” of 
diplomatic relations with the Vatican 
has been recommended to the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, of which 
J. W. Fulbright is chairman. 

The proposal is that a permanent 
Charge d’Affaires be appointed by the 
State Department, thus requiring no 
Congressional approval or special allo- 
cations of funds. It is recommended 
that the procedure “function quietly 
and without attracting too much atten- 
tion” in order that the “non-Catholic 
opposition in the United States would 
lose some of its momentum as it grew 
accustomed to the fact that we had 
someone at the Vatican.” 


Bigotry Unmasked 


Last July Roman Catholic publica- 
tions vociferously protested Masonic 
participation in the laying of the cor- 
nerstone of the new east front of the 
Capitol in Washington. The objection 
was based on the claim that Free- 
masonry is a “form of religion” and 
that “one religious group should not 
be granted the right to dedicate a public 
building” that belongs to all Americans. 

Only a few weeks later, on August 
30, 1959, The Register, a Roman Cath- 
olic weekly, carried an official United 
States Navy photograph of the cere- 
mony of blessing four United States 
destroyers of Division 212 in San 
Diego harbor at which two Roman 
Catholic priests were the principal 
figures. One priest was noted as being 
the chaplain of the squadron, which 
was preparing to depart for duty in the 
western Pacific. 

There were, of course, no protests 
this time in the pages of the Roman 
Catholic press. 
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Monte Carlo's New Mission Radio 


Paul E. Freed, President of the 
Voice of Tangier, made public the con- 
struction of a new 100,000 watt mis- 
sionary radio transmitter in Monte 
Carlo for broadcasting the Christian 
message to Russia and other countries 
in twenty-eight languages. The new 
voice, Trans World Radio, will be one 
of the most powerful in the world 
and will be an _ extension of the 
present facilities of the Voice of Tan- 
gier, which has been broadcasting the 
Gospel from Tangier, Morocco, for six 
years. The objective of the new radio 
station is to reach the Russian people 
and others with a strong signal which 
cannot be overpowered by neighboring 
frequencies or radio interference. 


Colombian Protestants 
Petition Government 


A petition signed by over 14,000 
Protestants “and other Colombians” 
was presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Bogota, Colombia, calling 
upon the government to make effective 
the religious liberty guaranteed in the 
country’s constitution. The document 
asked the House to “put an end to 
every form of discrimination against 
non-Catholics in Colombia in conform- 
ity with the Constitution and the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights.” 

The petition denounced various 
forms of alleged religious persecution 
suffered by Colombian Protestants dur- 
ing the past twelve years. It charged 
that Protestants have been subjected to 
violence upon person and property, 
closing of churches, discrimination in 
education, and denial of access to radio 
broadcasting facilities and the public 
press. Petitioners pointed out that the 
Constitution states: “The State guaran- 
tees liberty of conscience. No one shall 
be molested for his religious opinions, 
or compelled to profess beliefs or ob- 
serve practices contrary to his con- 
science. The liberty of all cults not 
contrary to Christian morals or to the 
laws is guaranteed.” 





“Complete Fake" 


Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles, 
California, asserted that the current use 
of the phrase “Separation of Church 
and State” is a “complete fake.” This 
doctrine, he charged, is a “shibboleth” 
being used to “eliminate mention of 
God.” He added that it is contrary to 
the intention of the Founding Fathers 
of America, who meant to assure free- 
dom of religion. 


Protestant Pattern 
for Entertainment 


Prime Minister John Diefenbaker of 
Canada, a devout Baptist layman, has 
set a new pattern for all official enter- 
taining in the future—no liquor. Cana- 
dian newspapers report that as an ex- 
periment, a dinner without liquor was 
given by the Prime Minister in Mon- 
treal late in June for about two thou- 
sand guests invited to the St. Lawrence 
Seaway opening. It was Mr. Diefen- 
baker who issued orders that no cock- 
tails were to be served. The event 
turned out so successfully that the 
government decided to make it an 
official and regular practice. 


“Crime of Honor" 


According to an Italian newspaper 
survey, eighteen percent of the Roman 
Catholic people on the islands of Sicily 
and Sardinia believe it is permissible to 
kill in order to avenge seduction and 
adultery. 

Paese Sera, in a survey of the 
“Crime of Honor,” said that hot- 
blooded residents of the islands and 
southern Italy below Naples do not 
speak lightly when they utter such 
words as “only your blood can wash 
away my shame.” 

The majority of Vendetta-minded 
Italians south of Naples and on the 
islands believe that family dishonor 
over a woman sometimes, if not always, 
should be avenged in blood. The survey 
said it was common to read headlines 
in newspapers in those areas that say 
“mortally wounded at the door of the 
church by his ex-fiance and her 
brothers.” 

The “Doxa” Gallup-type poll showed 
eighteen percent consider adultery or 
an engagement broken dishonorably 
sure grounds for killing the offender. 

On the southern mainland, fifteen 
percent of those polled said they 
thought a crime is always called for to 
avenge the family honor. Another forty- 
three percent thought violence was 
sometimes justified. Only fifteen per- 
cent of the islanders and thirty percent 
of the mainlanders answered with a flat 
“No” to the question of whether they 
disapproved entirely of the Vendetta. 
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Adenauer Waives Scruples 


When President Eisenhower was in 
Bonn in August of last year, Adenauer 
urged the President to accelerate 
Spain’s acceptance into NATO. 
Adenauer argued that Generalissimo 
Franco qualifies for NATO member- 
ship, despite the admitted dictatorship 
he operates, because of his steadfast 
anti-communism and his control of the 
continent’s most strategic real estate. 
The Chancellor said NATO needs 
Spain so badly that it can afford no 
scruples as to the character of the 
Franco regime. 


Honored Service 


President Eisenhower has signed into 
law a bill honoring Dr. Samuel Alexan- 
der Mudd. Dr. Mudd was one of those 
imprisoned but not executed for con- 
spiracy in the assassination of President 
Lincoln. We remember the statement 
of one of the defense attorneys for the 
conspirators: 

“The court very nearly hanged Dr. 
Mudd. His prevarications were painful 
. . . He was undoubtedly accessory to 
the abduction plot, though he may have 
supposed it would never come to any- 
thing. He denied knowing Booth when 
he came to his house when that was 
preposterous. He had been intimate 
with Booth. The proclamation of the 
Government was straightforward, that 
death should be the penalty of any man 
who could give information about the 
convicts and would not do it. One 
more vote would have hanged him.” 

Now Dr. Mudd, who attended to 
Booth’s wounds after he had murdered 
Abraham Lincoln, is to receive a 
memorial tablet for his service to 
yellow fever victims at Ft. Jefferson, 
Florida, during his prison term. 


Protestant Workers 
Expelled from Spain 


An Argentine couple working with 
the Plymouth Brethren Assemblies in 
Spain were recently told to leave Spain. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Huch had so- 
licited a residence permit but were told 
by the police that their petition had 
been denied and that they must leave 
the country within twenty-four hours. 

After protesting this sudden expul- 
sion, they were given eight days to 
pack up and leave with their four chil- 
dren, but under the condition that they 
were not to leave the city of Madrid 
for anything and that they must ap- 
pear before the police every day be- 
tween one and two in the afternoon, 
until they finally left the country. Mr. 
Huch, before going to Spain in 1953, 
worked for the A’ entine Embassy in 
Bonn, Germany. 
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YMCA Called an Enemy 


Roman Catholics in the Philippines 
recently were told to boycott the ac- 
tivities of the YMCA because “the or- 
ganization is an enemy of the church.” 

“This is high time for the Catholic 
population,” the priest declared, “to 
wage a fight against the church’s ene- 
mies before they gain a foothold in our 
territory.” 


Threat to Constitutional Freedoms 


A resolution saying election of a 
Roman Catholic as president or vice 
president of the United States “would 
be a serious threat to the historic liber- 
ty and freedoms now afforded by our 
Constitution” was adopted by the Min- 
nesota Baptist Convention. 

“We believe,” said the resolution, 
“that a Roman Catholic, by both the 
policy and declaration of his own 
church, cannot exercise the govern- 
mental responsibility of the president 
of the United States as outlined by our 
Constitution.” 


Buddhist Nurses to Replace Nuns 


Establishment of Buddhist schools 
to train nurses who would replace Ro- 
man Catholic nuns now staffing state- 
operated hospitals in Ceylon was urged 
by the International Buddhist Confer- 
ence in Colombo. A resolution adopted 
by the conference declared that Bud- 
dhist and not Catholic nurses should 
work in public hospitals of this pre- 
dominantly Buddhist country. 


Torches for Cuba 


One half million Cubans took part in 
a four-hour torchlight demonstration 
while 15,000 torches lit the route by 
which pilgrims from Cuba’s six prov- 
inces came to do homage to their 
patron, Mary. Besides honoring the 
Virgin, the practical aim and result 
of the convention was the establishment 
of a coordinating committee for the 
Cuban lay apostolate. 

While the Roman Catholic press 
(The Tablet) stated in headline, “Cas- 
tro Doesn’t Attend,” Premier Fidel 
Castro participated in the mass that 
followed the parade and made the 
statement that the “tens of thousands 
of people gathering there will be pray- 
ing for Cuba and for the revolutionary 
laws. The Cuban devotion to the Virgin 
Mary of Sierra Maestra,” he said, was 
“born of the faith of humble fishermen, 
never of the rich and powerful.” 

All members of Cuba’s Roman hier- 
archy joined in the procession except 
one Archbishop who was afflicted with 
a foot ailment. Archbishop Serantes, 
who recently returned from Rome, said, 


“Pope John is keenly interested in the 
prevalence of a Christian spirit of peace 
and justice among Cubans.” He urged 
Cubans to “work in unity under a 
hierarchical, efficient plan.” 

Pope John himself addressed the 
convention by radio. The message was 
carried over all the Cuban radio and 
television stations. 

All Roman Catholic publications cov- 
ering this event were quick to declare 
it a “Non-Political Convention.” 


Intellectual Insularity 


Speaking at a solemn mass marking 
the formal opening of Notre Dame 
University’s 118th academic year, Rev. 
Chester A. Soleta, C.S.C., vice-president 
for academic affairs at the university, 
declared that Roman Catholic educators 
“have been inclined to turn from all 
criticism as if it were subversive.” 

“As a result,” he said, “we have 
seldom really listened to others outside 
the Church and outside Christianity 
who spoke of contemporary problems 
or of eternal problems in a contem- 
porary setting. Consequently, we have 
lost many opportunities for intellectual 
growth and relevance.” 


“Constitutionally Objectionable" 


Philippine acting secretary of justice 
Enrique A. Fernando ruled that the 
provisions of a proposed lease for a 
parcel of land inside the Muntinglupa 
state penitentiary for the construction 
of a Roman Catholic chapel was “con- 
stitutionally objectionable.” He pointed 
out that the contract drawn up between 
Manila Archbishop Rufino J. Santos 
and the director of prisons was “obvi- 
ously skirting legal provisions against 
the use of public property for the bene- 
fit of a religious sect.” 

According to the justice secretary, 
the objectionable features in the con- 
tract were the nominal rent to be paid 
by the Roman Catholic Church to the 
government and the provision of fur- 
nishing free electricity and water to the 
proposed chapel and the chaplain’s 
quarters. 


“Les Miserables" off the Index 


Vatican authorities have permitted a 
Rome firm to publish Les Miserables, 
a novel by Victor Hugo, which had 
been placed on the Index of Forbidden 
Books. The permission was given on 
condition that the San Paolo publishing 
house include footnotes explaining 
some of the passages to which the 
Roman Church raises objections. This 
is the first time that a book has ever 
been taken off the Index and authorized 
to be published with ecclesiastical ap- 
probation. 
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Part Il 


but there are few who know that 
they are. The reason we preach 
the Gospel is that we may make 


people recognize their sinful 
state, i.e., cause them to realize 
that they not only commit sins, 
but that they are sinners by dis- 
position. 

In the early part of the reign 
of Louis XVI, a German prince 
traveling through France visited 
the arsenal at Toulon, where the 
galleys were kept. The com- 


by Spiros Zodhiates, Th.B., M.A. 


LUNFESSION 


A GREAT DEAL of confusion 
regarding the matter of confes- 
sion is due to the fact that no 
distinction is made between two 
different kinds of confession. 
There is confession addressed to 
God for the sins that we have 
committed against Him, and 
there is confession to our fellow 
human beings concerning af- 
fronts that we have committed 
toward them. 

Since confession of sin is so 
closely connected with remission 
or forgiveness of sin, then, as 
there are two kinds of confession, 
there must be two different kinds 
of forgiveness: forgiveness by 
God for the sins committed 
against God and others, which in 
the last analysis are against God, 
too, and forgiveness by man for 
the sins committed against man. 
This is only logical and is clearly 
taught in the Word of God. 

There is an initial confession 
of sin by man for his sinful state. 
This is the result of conviction by 
the Holy Spirit. Only God can 
give man the knowledge of sinful- 
ness. There are many sinners, 
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mandant, as a compliment to his 
rank, said he was welcome to set 
free any one galley-slave whom 
he should choose to select. The 
prince, willing to make the best 
use of the privilege, spoke to 
many of them in succession, in- 
quiring why they were con- 
demned to the galleys. Injustice, 
oppression, false accusations 
were assigned by one after an- 
other as the causes of their being 
there. In fact they were all in- 
jured and ill-treated persons. At 
last he came to one, who when 
asked the same question an- 
swered to this effect: 

“Your Highness, I have no rea- 
son to complain. I have been a 
very wicked, desperate wretch. 
I have deserved to be broken 
alive on the wheel. I account it a 
great mercy that I am here.” The 
prince fixed his eyes upon him 
and said: “You wicked wretch! 
It is a pity you should be placed 
among so many honest men. By 
your own confession, you are bad 
enough to corrupt them all; but 
you shall not stay with them an- 
other day.” 


Then, turning to the officer, he 
said, “This is the man, sir, whom 
I wish to be released.” 


Condition for Forgiveness 


The acknowledgment of our 
sinfulness is the first step toward 
receiving forgiveness from God. 
This initial forgiveness, and the 
implanting within us of the new 
nature of Christ, are entirely the 
work of the Triune God. God the 
Father receives us back as His 
children; God the Son has paid 
the price of our redemption 
through His blood on Calvary’s 
cross; and God the Holy Spirit 
produces in us the conviction that 
we are indeed sinners before God. 
This initial confession has to be 
made to God from the innermost 
recesses of man’s heart, and only 
God, through the miracle of sal- 
vation or regeneration, can for- 
give man. 

This is perfectly illustrated in 
the story recorded by Mark of 
the healing and forgiveness of 
the paralytic who was let down 
in his bed through the roof of 
the house. Here is the testimony, 
not of the friends of Christ, but 
of His enemies: “Why doth this 
man thus speak blasphemies? 
who can forgive sins but God 
only?” (Mark 2:7). And _ this 
they knew as the teaching of the 
entire Old Testament, since they 
were Jews. God through Isaiah 
says, “I, even I, am he that blot- 
teth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and will not re- 
member thy sins” (Is. 43:25). 
And then Daniel the Prophet 
says, “To the Lord our God be- 
long mercies and forgiveness, 
though we have rebelled against 
him” (Dan. 9:9). And the Proph- 
et Micah asks, “Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity?” (Mic. 7:18). 

Since man is in a sinful state 
because of his sin against God 
through Adam and then through 
personal sin, it is to God he must 
go if he wants God’s forgiveness. 


Why Go to a Priest ? 


It is therefore un-Biblical for 
any religious body to say that in 
order for anyone to obtain this 
forgiveness of sin, original and 
personal, which renders us sinful 
people, it is necessary to go 
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through a priest as if it were 
forbidden to come directly to 
God. David came directly to God, 
for he says, “I said, I will confess 
my transgressions unto the Lord; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity 
of my sin” (Ps. 32:5). And then 
John in unmistakable terms says, 
“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (I John 
1:9). 

Confession to God is not made 
just once and for all, but con- 
stantly for daily cleansing. After 
we receive the initial cleansing 
from sin through the blood of the 
Lord Jesus, we do not become 
sinless. We still sin, for con- 
sciously or unconsciously we 
constantly fall short of the glory 
and goal of God for us. Therefore 
our confession to Him should be 
daily. 

No man can do the work of 
God, the work of original and 
daily forgiveness. His forgive- 
ness is constant, as we find in 
I John 1:7: “And the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” The tense of 
that verb “cleanseth” in Greek is 
the present indicative, which sig- 
nifies a continuous and uninter- 
rupted act of God. 


Forgiveness of Sins 
Against Fellow Men 


Now of course there are sins, 
specific sins, which we commit 
against our fellow men and our 
fellow believers. For these we 
are primarily forgiven by God, 
but we are also to seek the for- 
giveness of our fellow men. How- 
ever, this forgiveness, given by 
man against whom we have 
sinned, is of an entirely different 
nature from the forgiveness of- 
fered by God. God does not mere- 
ly waive our sin. He does not 
merely say, “Never mind.” God 
abhors sin and demands its pun- 
ishment. That punishment He 
poured out upon His Son on Cal- 
vary’s cross instead of pouring 
out the punishment on us who de- 
served it. One of the most central 
declarations of the Word of God 
is Heb. 9:22: “And without shed- 
ding of blood is no remission.” 
God, then, does not merely waive 
the penalty of sin which is death, 
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but takes it upon Himself, 
through the death of Christ. 

Now, you know perfectly well 
that when a man comes to you 
confessing that he has sinned 
against you, you can_ simply 
waive the punishment and forget 
the harm that he has done you; 
but you will not volunteer to 
suffer further to make expiation 
for the consequence of his sin. 
Man says to a fellow man who 
comes confessing to him, “Forget 
it; it’s perfectly all right with 
me.” But Jesus Christ says, 
“Your sin deserves death, but in- 
stead of your dying for it, I will 
die.” And He actually did die to 
expiate our sins. 

These two kinds of forgiveness 
then make clear that there is a 
distinction between confession to 
God and confession to man. Con- 
fession to man does not have in 
it the expectation of expiation 
through the bearing of the penal- 
ty of the sin of the confessing one 
by the person against whom the 
offense has been committed, as 
there is in the confession to God. 

It is of this confession, of man 
to man, that James is speaking 
in the 16th verse of the 5th chap- 
ter of his epistle: “Confess your 
faults or sins one to another.” 
But we should not expect the 
same kind of forgiveness that is 
given by God, for this inter- 
confession is of a different na- 
ture. It has no sacramental value, 
but only psychological. There is 
great psychic relief in sharing 
our spiritual weaknesses and 
failings with others and in know- 
ing that we are all in the same 
boat. 

But there is a tremendous dif- 
ference between the bearing of 
our sins by God and the bearing 
of them by our fellow men. If we 
do not want to become confused 
as we read the Word of God, we 
should bear this basic distinction 
in mind: that confession to God 
is different in quality from con- 
fession to man, because the for- 
giveness offered by God is dif- 
ferent in quality from the for- 
giveness offered by man. 


When Did Confession 


Become a Sacrament? 


Confession of sin has acquired 
in some religious bodies the value 


of a sacrament. These churches 
teach that man must go privately 
to the priest and confess his sins 
in order to obtain the forgiveness 
and mercy of God. This is the 
practice that involves what is 
known as the confessional. There 
is great stress on the necessity of 
it and on the private, secret char- 
acter of it. 

The first thing that we discov- 
ered was that the confessional 
was absent among the apostles. It 
is not mentioned in the Bible. But 
the next question that arises is: 
“Don’t the Church Fathers teach 
it? And did they not practice it?” 
It will be good to examine their 
writings chronologically. 


Testimony of Church Fathers 


Let us take first the Church 
Fathers who were contempo- 
raries of the apostles, those who 
lived during the first century 
after Christ. 

The first one, Clement of Rome, 
who lived between 30-100 A.D., 
makes no mention of confessing 
one’s sins to the priest. Apparent- 
ly there was some dissension in 
the Corinthian church, and he 
writes to the believers there who 
were disputing with the officials 
of the church saying, “Open to 
me gates of righteousness; hav- 
ing entered through them, J shall 
confess to the Lord” (Clement 
of Rome’s First Epistle to the 
Corinthians XLVIII, 2). And 
then the same Church Father 
goes on, “The Lord, brethren, 
stands in need of nothing; and 
He desires nothing of any one, 
except that confession be made 
to Him” (1 Cor. LII, 1). 

Mind you, here is a man who 
was a fellow laborer of the Apos- 
tle Paul, and he mentions nothing 
about private confession to a 
priest, but only confession direct- 
ly to God. (See also I Clem. LX], 
3; 1 Clem. LI, 1, 3; II Clem. VIII, 
3). In Philippians 4:3 Paul 
mentions Clement by name. 

Polycarp, the Bishop of 
Smyrna, was a disciple of the 
Apostle John who lived between 
65-155 A.D. There is not a word 
in his writings about confession 
to a priest. On the other hand, in 
his Epistle to the Philippians, he 
writes, “If therefore we beseech 
the Lord to forgive us, we must 
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also forgive.” For forgiveness, he 
states we should come to God. 
And then other Church Fathers, 
like Ignatius, the Bishop of An- 
tioch, who lived 30-107 A.D.; 
Papias, 70-155 A.D.; the Epistle 
to Diognetus about 130 A.D.; the 
Epistle of Barnabas about 100 
A.D.—all these Church Fathers 
mention nothing about the priest- 
ly confessional. 

The Shepherd of Hermas, 
about 160 A.D., speaks very 
clearly about confessing our sins 
directly to God. He says, “I then 
bent down on my knees, and be- 
gan to pray to the Lord, and to 
confess my sins” (Book First, 
First Vision I, 3, Translated by 
Alexander Roberts and James 
Donaldson in Ante-Nicene 
Fathers, Eerdmans, 1951). Where 
is the confession to a priest? It 
was to the Lord. And then in the 
Third Vision he says, “Having 
bent my knees, I was confessing 
my sins again to the Lord as 
before” (II, 5). 

And then in the anonymous 
Didache, around 110 A.D., we 


find the following counsel con-- 


cerning confession: “In church 
i.e. before the entire church thou 
shalt confess thy sins or faults 
and thou shalt not come for 
prayer with an evil conscience” 
(Didache IV, 14). 

And then a little later we read, 
“On the Lord’s Sunday having 
gathered together break bread 
and give thanks having afore- 
hand confessed your sins so that 
your sacrifice may be pure” (Di- 
dache XIV, 1). These were con- 
fessions in public before the 
whole congregation of believers 
and not in the privacy of the 
confessional. We very clearly see 
that, not only in the Scriptures 
do we not find the so-called sacra- 
ment of confession, but not even 
in the recognized Church Fathers 
of the first century. 


When we go on to the second 
century, we find the same thing 
there. No confessionals. Tertul- 
lian, the great Roman Father 
who lived between 145-220 A.D., 
has something very significant to 
say concerning confession. Speak- 
ing of the external manifestation 
of repentance he says: 


“In order that it may not be 
exhibited in the conscience alone, 
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but may likewise be carried out 
in some (external) act. This act, 
which is more usually expressed 
and commonly spoken of under a 
Greek name, is exomologeesis— 
meaning confession—, whereby 
we confess our sins to the Lord, 
not indeed as if He were ignorant 
of them, but inasmuch as by con- 
fession satisfaction is settled, of 
confession repentance is born; by 


repentance God is appeased” 
(Writings of the Ante-Nicene 
Fathers, Vol. III, Tertullian 


Parts I-III, p. 664, Eerdmans, 
1951). 


When Was 


Confession Introduced ? 


When was _ confession, 
introduced into the Christian 
Church? We gather important 
information concerning this from 
two church historians. Socrates 
Scholasticus, who lived between 
380-394 A.D., informs us of the 
appointment of an elder for the 
specific purpose of hearing the 
confessions of the penitent ones. 
It appears from these historical 
writings that up to the year 250 
A.D. all confessions were given 
in public before the entire con- 
gregation of believers, more or 
less the same as we have in our 
public testimony meetings. We 
praise the Lord and we confess 
our sins to the Lord before other 
believers. Let us not forget that 
the word translated as “confes- 
sion” in the Greek also means 
“praise.” Up to the year 250 A.D. 
there was no confession, private 
and compulsory, to a priest. It 
was public and voluntary. 

Because, however, there oc- 
curred some undue and wide 
publication of individual confes- 
sions as they were given before 
a whole congregation, the bishops 
appointed an elder to hear con- 
fessions. But this was not done 
because of the _ interpretation 
which the early Church placed on 
the words of Christ to His dis- 
ciples, “‘Whose soever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained” (John 
20:23). There were no Scriptural 
grounds for this appointment by 
the bishops. It was just an inno- 
vation that they introduced in 
order not to publicize the confes- 


then, 


sions of the penitents. 

This was the time when, as a 
result of the fierce persecutions 
by the Emperor Decius, many of 
the baptized Christians sacrificed 
to idols and forsook Christ. But 
some of these Christians repented 
and wanted to re-enter the Chris- 
tian Church. In order to do that, 
they had to give a public confes- 
sion of their backsliding and 
express their sorrow and repen- 
tance and their desire to return 
to the Church. 

At this time there was an elder 
or presbyter by the name of No- 
vatianus or Novatian, who firmly 
objected to the re-admittance of 
these repentant apostates or 
backsliders to the Christian 
Church. The result was the es- 
tablishment of a heretical church 
group which ordained Novation 
bishop of the minority sharing 
his views. His followers were 
called Novatians. They spread 
rapidly, but they only lasted for 
about 200 years. 


Reason for Private Confession 


Now with this historical back- 
ground, let us examine carefully 
what this church historian Soc- 
rates Scholasticus says about the 
introduction of the elder for con- 
fessions. We are quoting from 
Book 5, chapter XIX: 

“When the Novatians separat- 
ed themselves from the Church 
because they would not communi- 
cate with those who had lapsed 
during the persecution under 
Decius, the Bishops added to the 
ecclesiastical canon a presbyter 
(an elder) of penitence in order 
that those who had sinned after 
baptism might confess their sins 
in the presence of the presbyter 
(or elder) thus appointed.” 

This was introduced into the 
Christian Church, not by the 
apostles or by Christ, but by the 
bishops 250 years after Christ. 
And why was the appointment of 
the elder on repentance and con- 
fession instituted? Not because 
Christ said, ‘Whose soever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained,” but for 
the reason which is clearly and 
explicitly stated by another an- 
cient church historian by the 

(Continued on page 32) 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 





Night Spot Apostle 


There is a night club in the Eternal 
City which can boast it is different 
from the usual such establishment. It 
is on the Via Venete, Rome’s Fifth 
Avenue, and is operated by an ageless 
Negro lady named “Bricktop,” so called 
because her hair was once flaming red. 


“Bricktop’s” places are known around 
the world. She operated in Paris before 
World War II; she opened a club in 
Mexico City in 1944, and she has been 
in Rome for the past dozen years. 


Something happened to Bricktop in 
1942—-she got religion. One of her 
friends had been converted to the 
Catholic religion, and the change in 
him was so evident that Bricktop de- 
cided that the Catholic faith had some- 
thing to offer her. She dropped into a 
church in 186th Street in New York 
one day. A priest saw her kneeling 
there, found out that she desired to 
become a Catholic, and brought her 
into the Church. 


Her friends thought she was crazy, 
and they called her a fanatic, for she 
never let any utterance against the 
Church go unanswered. She also be- 
came a crusader for the poor and the 
underprivileged in Paris, in Mexico 
City, and in Rome. Right now she is 
interested in the Italian counterpart of 
Boys Town, situated outside of Milan. 

Father Jim Cunningham of the Paul- 
ist Fathers’ Santa Suzanna Church calls 
on Bricktop at odd hours to help desti- 
tute Romans. The “Brick” operates her 
club from 8:00 p.m. until 4:00 a. m. 
so she can be reached more conven- 
iently about one o'clock in the morning. 

Bricktop is beloved by countless 
thousands of Americans who found 
their way to her night spots in past 
years. All who know her realize that 
she has a great love for God’s children 
—all God’s children, even the White 
ones. 


Bricktop’s love is St. Anthony of 
Padua. She makes a pilgrimage to 
Padua each year, and gaily recalls her 
last visit there, when she lost three gold 
medals from a chain around her neck. 

“St. Anthony wanted them for the 
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poor,” she said. “He is not above tak- 
ing things as well as finding them.” 

She hopes to go to San Francisco 
next year and open a night club there. 

“I’m getting old,” she says. “I want 
to do more praying, and I think that 
the City of St. Francis will be a good 
spot for that sort of operation.” 


The Register 
August 30, 1959 


Too Many Crowns 


A new crown has been added to the 
growing collection which is the delight 
of the senior citizens who use Kundig 
Center, 2938 Ash, as the center of their 
recreational and spiritual life. 

The aging people who frequent the 
center quickly followed the lead of 
Pope Pius XII when at the conclusion 
of the Marian Year he declared a new 
feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary— 
“Our Lady Queen.” 

On the first observance of the new 
feast day, one of the elderly Kundig 
Centerites fashioned a crown for the 
station of Mary. Since then, two hun- 
dred twenty-two different crowns have 
been designed for the statue, including 
one for each of the fifty states of the 
Union. 

Each morning, at a private cere- 
mony, one of the senior citizens places 
a different crown on the statue. The 
goal is three hundred sixty-five—a dif- 
ferent one for each day in the year. 
Anyone may design or donate a crown, 
provided it follows the prescribed sym- 
bolism of canon law. 

The latest addition arrived this week 
when Mrs. George E. Touchton, RN, 
513 Hidden Lane, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, placed the crown of “The 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the 
Angels of Mercy,” on the Kundig 
Center statue... 

“The crown symbolizes the great 
virtues which we strive for in the nurs- 
ing profession,” Mrs. Touchton said, 
“and it required a great deal of re- 
search to comply with church laws on 
symbolism. 

“The silver itself denotes purity and 


chastity, whereas the gold symbolizes 
pure light, the heavenly element in 
which God lives. 

“The jeweled, golden cross in the 
center of the crown,” she said, “symbol- 
izes the love of God, a virtue which 
nurses should seek with the whole 
heart, soul, mind and strength. 

“The center base of the crown on 
which the cross rests,” she said, “sym- 
bolizes the virtues Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, while the points of the crown 
denote the seven gifts of the Holy 
Ghost—wisdom, understanding, coun- 
sel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and 
fear of the Lord.” 


The Detroit News 
May 30, 1959 


What Rome Wants 
in America 


All that is essentially comprised in 
the union of Church and State can be 
thus formulated: The State should offi- 
cially recognize the Catholic religion as 
the religion of the commonwealth; ac- 
cordingly it should invite the blessing 
and the ceremonial participation of the 
Church for certain important public 
functions as the opening of legislative 
sessions, the erection of public build- 
ings, etc., and delegate its officials to 
attend certain of the more important 
festival celebrations of the Church; it 
should recognize and sanction the laws 
of the Church; and it should protect 
the rights of the Church and the re- 
ligious as well as the other rights of the 
Church’s members. 

Does state recognition of the Cath- 
olic religion necessarily imply that no 
other religion should be _ tolerated? 
Much depends upon circumstances and 
much depends upon what is meant by 
toleration. (Italics added.| Neither un- 
baptized persons nor those born into 
a non-Catholic sect, should ever be 
coerced into the Catholic Church... . 
Should such persons be permitted to 
practice their own form of worship? If 
these are carried on within the family, 
or in such an inconspicuous manner 
as to be an occasion neither of scandal 
nor of perversion of the faithful, they 
may properly be tolerated by the 
State... 

Quite distinct from the performance 
of false religious worship and preach- 
ing to the members of the erring sect, 
is the propagation of the false doctrine 
among Catholics. This could become a 
source of injury, a positive menace, to 
the religious welfare of true believers. 
Against such an evil they have a right 
of protection by the Catholic State. 


Principles of Polities, 

by Ryan and Boland 
(Macmillan, 1940), 

a Roman Catholic textbook 
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Too Late for Tears 


Dear Sir: 


Strip away nearly two pages of 
emotionalism from Mrs. X’s letter 
to Christopher “padre” James 
Keller, and it amounts to just 
another story of the Protestant 
family which “gave in.” Never 
mind complaining, Mrs. X! 
Whether or not you agree with 
Roman Catholic doctrine and dis- 
cipline, they have a right to ap- 
ply it to those who will obey... 
and your son apparently has so 
chosen by default. 

Significantly, very little is 
mentioned about the moral lapse 
that led your son and his fiancee 


to conceive a child out of wed-: 


lock. May we blame this indiscre- 
tion on the Roman hierarchy too? 
I am impressed by your grand- 
motherly tenderness for the un- 
born child, but in lieu of dealing 
with a Roman clergyman perhaps 
you ought to have engaged a good 
lawyer. With all the writing and 
talking you seem to have under- 
taken with the Roman clerics, I 
see no mention of any effort by 
your son to take any firm stand. 
May I ask if either of you invited 
the counsel of your own pastor 
since it would seem you are all 
practicing Protestants? 

It is tragically amusing to be- 
hold the tirades of Protestants 
against the Roman mixed-mar- 
riage regulations. But if Mrs. X’s 
son cared half as much for his 
religious “freedom” as does his 
mother, he would have thumbed 
his nose at Roman or any other 
coercive devices. Mrs. X wants 
Roman Catholics to hear her side. 
I am not certain what it is, other 
than to express her bitterness be- 
cause her son was too weak to 
defend his right to arrange his 
unborn children’s religious train- 
ing. Protestants have a tremen- 
dous gall to expect Roman Catho- 
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* Views and opinions ex- 
pressed in this depart- 
ment do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint 


of this magazine. 





lic discipline to allow for Protes- 
tants’ own shaky convictions. 
When Protestants avoid mixed- 
dating, mixed-marriage or refuse 
to contract marriages before Ro- 
man clergymen, and when they in 
fact refuse to sign ‘“‘ne temere”’ 
papers, then Rome will hear the 
other side. Not before! 


Rev. E. W. O. 
New York 


Open Letter to 
Mr. Wm. Hearst 


Dear Mr. Hearst: 


In the August 23, 1959, issue 
of the American Weekly, in Se- 
attle, in Joe McCarthy’s “In One 
Ear,” there was published a 
“joke” of a type which is very 
offensive to millions of Christians 
of the Protestant faith. It is a 
well-known fact that no clergy- 
man of the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion is called by the term “min- 
ister,” so no doubt was left in 
the minds of the millions of read- 
ers that the so-called joke re- 
ferred to Protestant ministers— 
or at least to non-Catholics. 

It is an even better known fact 
that of all clergymen it is a rare 
Protestant who indulges in or ad- 
vocates the use of liquor. Not so 
the Catholic. (The same day there 
was a debate on television on the 
very subject, and it was the Ro- 
man Catholic who was all out for 
the use of liquor, and even be- 
lieved no law should exist in re- 
gard to the use of drugs. Great! 
Next step: don’t forbid murder, 
or theft! By all means, let the 
people be their own judges of 
what they should and should not 
do.) 

To return to the subject of 
“jokes” in regard to clergymen, 
no self-respecting person, or 
newspaper, Or magazine will hold 
up to ridicule any clergyman, be 


he Protestant, Catholic or Jew. 
In keeping with the usual prac- 
tices of the Roman Catholic news- 
papers and magazines, there is 
never a cartoon or joke about the 
Roman Catholic priests. Many of 
us agree that they have yet to 
see the first one in any publica- 
tion. Could we be right, we devout 
Christians, in our wonder that 
perhaps, just perhaps, the Catho- 
lic layman is ashamed of so many 
broad-minded beliefs among his 
own clergy, so only points out the 
very rare lapse of an occasional 
Protestant minister? 

A copy of this letter is being 
sent to CHRISTIAN HERITAGE mag- 
azine, and may be sent to a few 
church heads as well, both Catho- 
lics and Protestant. 


RutH E. LANG 


Seattle, Washington 


“National Paralysis” 
Dear Sir: 


The Houston, Texas, party of 
Bob and Joanne King, covered in 
Life’s August 10 issue, should be 
of interest to all Christians, par- 
ticularly the photo of the “‘Chris- 
tian” girl being carried off to the 
stake for burning. 

It is not entirely clear from the 
wording of the opening para- 
graph that this sort of party was 
actually Bob and Joanne’s idea. 
At any rate, are we to assume 
that the Kings and their play- 
mates are so completely insu- 
lated from current world affairs 
that they do not know that true 
Christians are being tortured and 
slain for their faith in many 
parts of the world today? 

If I were a large and powerful 
church organization, whose re- 
lentless and unwavering purpose 
was the complete and utter de- 
struction of a free society, would 
not such an article be of real in- 
terest to me? If the sportive treat- 
ment of a Christian burning could 
be presented to the American peo- 
ple in a high-circulation medium 
without undue protest, would not 
my suspicions of total national 
paralysis be completely  con- 
firmed? The hour of my take-over 
would surely be at hand. 


WILLIAM H. WorriLow, JR. 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
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Government Grants 
Dear Sir: 


Our Government is doing a lot 
of talking about helping students 
with their education. 

This is the third time that 
Stonehill College, North Easton, 
Mass., has been designated as re- 
ceiving Government funds, both 
times previously as grants, now 
as a loan. In all cases it has been 
for dormitories, cafeterias, and 
other buildings for the enrich- 
ment of the College, but not for 
financial aid to students. 

I believe that all parents and 
students would honestly protest 
such use of taxpayers’ money. 

It would appear more like out- 
right gifts, under a guise of loans 
or grants, than any true financial 
aid to our pupils, which seems 
all wrong. 

This college, which pays no 
taxes, had recently a drive in 
which all citizens, regardless of 
race or creed, were approached, 
and donations suggested for the 
use of the school authorities. 

Shouldn’t the giving of funds 
by the Government for extra- 
curricular uses be stopped? 


Mary ADAMS 
Easton, Massachusetts 


Scottish Persecution 


Dear Sir: 


In the September issue of 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE you printed 
a letter from A.B.A. (Fla.) on 
Scottish Persecution. 

During the Reformation there 
were many burned at the stake 
and some drowned, but at no time 
were five hundred men burned 
in any city or town. Your cor- 
respondent has been confused 
between these times of Reforma- 
tion and the Covenanting times 
which were approximately one 
hundred years later. 

The former was due to the prof- 
ligacy of the Roman priesthood 
and false teaching, the second to 
the attempt to introduce Epis- 
copacy in place of Presbyterian- 
ism, and was by King Charles II, 
grandson of James I, who suc- 
ceeded to the English Throne on 
the death of Queen Elizabeth. 

It was James I who gave us the 
version of the Bible we use today, 
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but his grandson Charles II was 
a Roman Catholic, who wore a 
covering of Anglicanism, and 
called himself head of that 
church. He was determined to put 
down Presbyterianism and sub- 
stitute Episcopacy, but with little 
success. His soldiers, for the 
great part Scotsmen, shot the 
Covenanters in cold blood, with- 
out trial of any kind. 

It was the Covenanters who 
signed the Covenant in their own 
blood, in Greyfriars Churchyard 
in Edinburgh, and it had nothing 
to do with Rome. 

If A.B.A. would like to know 
more of the Roman persecutions, 
I would recommend F'oxe’s Book 
of Martyrs. It deals with thou- 
sands of martyrs from Scotland 
to India. It gives, in many cases, 
the interrogation and trials of 
the victims and includes the Mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew in 
France. There were many more 
martyrs in England than in Scot- 
land. This book also mentions the 
persecution of Roman Catholics 
under Elizabeth. It is a most 
interesting book and well worth 
studying. 


Mary D. BEATTIE 
Willowdale, Ontario 


Aid to Franco, Ine. 


Dear Sir: 


Under “Mirror of World Opin- 
ion” The Christian Science Moni- 
tor prints significant editorials 
from other papers. 

Recently under this heading 
there appeared an editorial from 
the New York Times called “The 
Economics of Spain.” It discusses 
Generalissimo Franco’s decision 
to accept the terms of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the 
Organization for European Econ- 
omic Cooperation, in an effort to 
set his financial house in order. 

In leading up to the conclusion 
as to what will be necessary in 
order to effect financial recovery, 
the Times states the following 
facts: 

“Thanks to Spanish war weari- 
ness, the traditional acceptance of 
poverty and—since 1953—sup- 
port from the United States that 
even in non-military aid exceeded 
one billion dollars, the regime has 
kept going... 


“For twenty years (in Spain) 
there has been bad management, 
corruption and lack of progress. 
The basic physical structure of 
the country, roads, railroads, fac- 
tory equipment and the like, has 
been running down. 

“Inflation is now grave. Dollar 
and gold reserves are virtually 
gone. Budgets and balances of 
payments are perennially in defi- 
cit, etc.” 

Now while these facts are in- 
teresting and the reasoning of the 
experts is arresting, I should like 
to call attention to the fact that 
it is no secret that the dictator 
has operated hand in glove with 
the monopolistic clerical control 
of the Spanish people. I refer to 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

In addition to the non-military 
aid, more billions have been 
poured into the country for mili- 
tary aid, air bases, etc. If all this 
dollar aid has not really solved 
Spain’s economic problems, but 
instead has emphasized its pover- 
ty and has brought on inflation, 
how wise are the leaders of our 
country in giving financial aid to 
countries whose leaders have gone 
all out to embrace and work arm 
in arm with the clerical hier- 
archy? And how much of our 
money has been funneled into its 
coffers? 


WILBuR P. ROBINSON 
Chicago, Illinois 


Unfair Indictment 


Dear Sir: 


The indictment by Ormond 
Powers of “quite a few minis- 
ters” in an article, “Wayward 
Preachers Sin Against Them- 
selves,” which appeared in The 
Sentinel, Orlando, Fla., is unfair, 
and casts a pall of suspicion on 
all Protestant ministers. The pub- 
lic does not know who the guilty 
are and will have misgivings 
about any preacher. 

The article will cause diabolical 
delight to Roman Catholics and 
their overlords, clear up to Vati- 
can City. Were not the sinning 
ministers exposed in news items? 
That was sufficient. Now a blank- 
et coverage casts suspicion over 
the innocent. 

For every adulterous act by a 


31 








Protestant minister, there are a 
hundred such acts committed by 
bachelor Roman Catholic priests. 
Do you suppose that the “nuns” 
are virgins and the priests celi- 
bates? Far from it. The hierarchy 
knows that the priests consort 
with women and that to demand 
its stoppage would result in thou- 
sands of priests withdrawing 
from the church. 

Sex irregularities of priests 
and nuns are cleverly hidden be- 
hind walls, inviolate. This sort of 
thing has been in vogue since 
A.D. 1048, when a Council held 
at Rome removed the pastors 
from their families and compelled 
them to serve the hierarchy. I 
have a book entitled History of 
the Reformation, by J. H. Merle 
D’Aubigne, D.D., which reads, 
on page 62: “In many places the 
people were delighted to see a 


priest keep a mistress,—that the 
married women might be safe 
from his seductions.” And again 
on page 63: “In many places the 
priests paid the bishop a regular 
tax for the woman with whom he 
lived, and for each child he had 
by her.” Rome never changes. 

I hope this will shed new light 
on a blanket indictment of Prot- 
estant ministers, without specific 
instances. 

OSCAR RAISOR 
Orlando, Florida 


Roman Catholic 
for President 


No question is more hotly de- 
bated today than the propriety 
of discussing a person’s religion 
when he is seeking the Presidency 
of the United States. 

Roman Catholics, with an im- 


portant and much publicized can- 
didate in the running, profess to 
be terribly shocked when his 
religious affiliation is questioned. 
They raise the cry of “bigotry” 
when people ask whether his first 
loyalty would be to his country or 
to his religious superior. 

It is not only the right but the 
duty of voters to find out to what 
extent the candidate would be 
bound by the decisions and orders 
of a foreign potentate, or pope, 
whom he regards as having the 
power of God on earth. 

Senator John Kennedy is a 
loyal and obedient member of the 
only religious denomination in 
America that has retained its 
foreign control. This places him 
in a different category in the 
matter of religion. 


JACK ODOM 
Fort Bragg, Calif. 





Separated Christians 
(Continued from page 23) 


means that we are to shun what. 


the cartoonist calls “keeping up 
with the Joneses.” 

Think of finding such a well- 
known American characteristic 
packed in the middle of a sen- 
tence between adultery and mur- 
der! In other words, God com- 
mands the Christian to live with- 
in his income, and another defi- 
nite command says, “Owe no man 
anything . . .” (Rom. 13:8). 
While this cannot be interpreted 
as denying the legitimate use of 
credit under modern business 
conditions, it can be understood 
in the light of God’s command 
against emulations. 

There are more surprises in the 
list of sins which God rebukes. 
The record includes “idolatry, . . 
hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like,” and the 
concluding judgment is strong: 
“that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God” (Gal. 5:20-21). 

Pride is called the sin of Satan. 
Worry is described as denial of 
God’s loving care and goodness. 
You will find other principles laid 
down in the Bible. 
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Lord of All 


Frequently I have questions 
put to me by young Christians 
concerning modern practices 
which are not touched upon in 
the Word of God. They want to 
know if it be proper for them as 
Christians to dance, play cards, 
go to the theatre or the movies, 
smoke, drink, and a quantity of 
other things. 

My answer is always the same. 
I refuse to answer such questions. 
I am not to take the place of the 
conscience of the Christian. God 
has told us that all things are to 
be decided in our lives as under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Everything that you do is the 
fruit of the old nature of sin or 
it is the fruit of the indwelling 
Christ. 

I know what occurred in my 
life when I put these things be- 
fore my Lord for decision. I took 
one of these matters to God and 
asked Him to show me His will. 
When I understood from His 
Word that the source of action in 
my life was either the old nature 
of sin that was responsible for 
crucifying Christ, or else the new 
nature, led by the Spirit, I de- 
cided that Christ was to have the 
mastery in my life. 

There are thousands of people 
who are really Christians, who 


have accepted Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, and yet they have never 
taken Jesus Christ as their Lord. 
The question that you have to 
settle as a Christian is not, 
“Should a Christian do this or 
that thing, follow this or that 
course of action?” but rather, “Is 
Jesus Christ to run my life or 
am I to run it myself?” 

If He is not Lord of all, He is 
not Lord at all. 


Confession 

(Continued from page 28) 
name of Sozomen, who wrote his 
church history around 440 A.D. 
Here is what he has to say in his 
7th Book, chap. XVI: 

“As in supplicating for par- 
don, it is requisite to confess the 
sin, it seems probable that the 
priests, from the beginning, con- 
sidered it irksome to make this 
confession in public, before the 
whole assembly of the people” 
(The Writings of the Nicene and 
Post-Nicene Fathers, Series Two, 
Vol. II, p. 386, Eerdmans, 1951). 

But this private confession to 
a priest or an elder did not last 
long. It was abolished by the 
Church itself. As to why, when 
and how, we shall see in our next 
installment. 
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We are happy to report that the fiscal year June 1958 - 1959 has shown an increase in circulation of over 

7,000 NEW subscribers. We praise the Lord for this increase and thank each of our subscribers for their 

wonderful cooperation. However, we can not allow ourselves to become complacent or satisfied, since this is 

but a small part of the thousands upon thousands that must be reached with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We MUST continue in our effort to obtain many more NEW subscribers to CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

magazine. In this way our field of opportunity for ‘reaching out’ with the truth and maintain our precious 
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GOD AND MAN IN WASHINGTON 


BY PAUL BLANSHARD 


Here is a new type of study from inside Washington—a first- 
hand review of the whole national panorama of religion and 
government, leading up to the key question of contemporary 
American politics: Can and should the American people elect a 
Catholic to the Presidency? 


*. . . This book is designed for Protestants, Catholics, Jews 
and the unchurched, who all, | believe, have a right to share 
without discrimination in the blessings of a tolerant America." 
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VOICE FROM THE TOMB 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS 

Douay Gospel of John 

Douay New Testament, paper cover 

Douay New Testament, hard cover 

Confraternity New Testament, paper cover 

Confraternity New Testament, hard cover 

Confraternity Bible (Old Testament Douay), hard cover 4.50 


The perfect gift for your Roman Catholic friend. 


Use them in witnessing too. 





